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KEILLOR TAKES ON VENTURA

Radio host
lampoons
Minnesota
governor

By Gwen Gibson
Third Age News Sarvice:

1t would be hard to invent a
character more incredible than

+ the real Jesse (“The Body”)

Ventura, the hulking former pro
wrestler recently elected gover-
nor of Minnesota.

Unless, of course, you're Gar-
m&ﬂl@rml‘l'oﬂe(ﬂum
public radio show ‘‘A Prairie
Home Companion,’* created a
comic-strip version of Ventura
by Viking (15.95)
Lt

“*Me"" is the “‘raw, explosive,
steamy’’ autobiography of the
fictitious Jimmy (Big Boy) |
Valente as told to Garrison Keil-
lor, a release says.

Kul]wumﬂlg::gn\fur
tura's alter ¢ proceeds
munnzeﬂugo‘mu.l“vemm
who, in his uncommon career,
has been the bad guy on the
wrestling circuit, a U.S. Navy

of Pig's Eye. Bewandm
Party

A caricature of Ventura —
head shaved, teeth clenched in a
d:vﬂnhmn—adumsmem

of “Me.”

thllmmksfmmlfew
them merci-
Iessly BsﬁBoy.foruuﬂme
joins the avyum:lwve
WALRUS program (Water Air
Land Rising Up Suddenly) and
eats in Vietnam.

As a pro wrestler, Big Boy
becomes head of the Interna-
l.ium]WurldWreuIinﬁ‘:\gmi-
killer sound systems, strobe

TANS photo

‘A Prairie Home Companion’ creator and host Garrison Keillor scans a newspaper’s headlines

ring.
His favorite meal is **a ham-
, very rare. Cool in the
middle. With raw onion.
Washed down with a mot‘
gin and a raw egg in
china cup.

B:chy sdu:smmcm:r
ial race
mmﬁewhmhemanemn-

huy NOw.
Snoeebectedguvmm.mg
Boy hires Keillor to write his
y and correct the
“‘many cruel lies the press tosses
about.”
Keillor attributes many quotes

to his fictional governor.
hkewhznﬂlgaoymm
hscmmhywztlt?I
presi race, saying, ''if you
don’t think Big Boy is presiden-
tial then you have got your head
whm‘el]wxundm't:hin:.”
*“The votes of truck drivers
count as much as those of_]eeapl:
wdl.odeheNewYurl:
Politicians forget that. They
think getting elected makes them
wise and elegant . . . and they
about the heavyset folks
in the tavemns knocking back
beer and bitching about . . . those
]yms chenung,buu-hammg,

bozos they elected
toofﬁcc“
Big Boy does not run as a
Democrat because *the Demo-

crats are run by yuppie liberals
trying to remake American soci-
ety into a day-care center for
adults."

And he does not run as a
Republican because this is *‘the

S—- You party"" that “‘squeezes

the maximum out of
everything lays off the 20~
year guys mdhmd'up
replacements.,’

Keillor has been i
**Me,"" his 11th book, on his
radio show and through public
appearances. Ventura, who is
taking the high road these days
and trying to his image
from ‘“The Body"" to “The
Mind,"" has not commented.

He has, however, proposed
cutting state funding for Minne-

sota Public Radio. **It's time for
public radio to get off the public
trough,’” Ventura said in a

recent speech.

Even if approved by the state
legislature, such cuts would
have little i on Keillor's
show, which 1s distributed to
some 450 public radio stations
by Public Radio International |
and supported primarily by pri<
vate funds.

Ventura may still have the last
word, however. His authorized
autobiography, as told to another
ghost writer, is due out in June.
And while he doesn't discuss the
book's contents, Ventura fre-

ly repeats his old Navy

EAL motto: *‘We don’t get

mad, we get even.""
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