News

by Hlancestry
https://www.news papers.com/image/192697947 Downloaded on May 13, 2021

Star Tribune (Minneapolis, Minnesota) - Fri, Oct 9, 1992 - Page 47

Keillor comes full
circle, back to the
Midwestern World

. Garrison Keillor’s “American Radio Com-
. . pany” — Saturday at 5 p.m. on KSJN, 99.5
- FM, and Minnesota Public Radio stations

statewide

G Biblical references, it's tempting to
characterize tomorrow's broadcast

of his *American Radio Company” from St.

Paul's World Theater as the second coming

of Lake Wobegon's prodigal son.

iven Garrison Keillor's affection for

More than five years have passed since
Keillor decided to stop production of A",
Prairie Home Companion,” the folksy radio
variety show through which he had become
a national star, and headed east in search
of peace and writing time.

More than three years have passed since
he got homesick for radio and launched the
more cosmopolitan ‘‘American Radio Com-
pany" in New York City.

HOLSTON Continued on page 17E
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Holston/Keillor plans 32-show season

Gon‘llm!dlmmplp‘lﬁ

ow he's back where he started.
KHL‘%’I:“M“
Company" from
Mnmuvcmusawaltimuln
the past three years, tomorrow's
show will be his first as a resident
Midwesterner (he has a cabin in
wemrnwlsoonﬂn)nlnu.luno
1987. This may not be cause
killing a fatted calf, hutltshoulclbe
t‘ouononoug:\hm urhotdlah

Mlnnuota Public Hadiu

Tomorrow's show, for which
gl:;chm hm: been ?ddsd 1o the
permanent seats in response
to the heavy ticket demand, will be
the first of six consecutive broad-
casts from the World Theater,

Part-time road show
After that, Keillor will take the show
to New York for four weeks and

rformnma c(:hrish;m& show from

nter in Washington,

D.C. Then, after a brief vacation,
he'll return to the World Theater for

§ix more shows in January and
February. It's ptobably 10 as-
sume competition for tickets to
those shows will be less heated,
he rticularly com jon from non-

innesotans. After another road
trip, including a month in New York,
Kaillor will bring "*American Radio
Company" back to St. Paul for four
more broadcasts, capping its long-
#st season to date — 32 perfor-
mances. “We have three nice runs
4t the world, at the beginning, kind
of the middle and at the end of the
season,” said Christine Tschida,
the show's producer. "'So it contin-
ually comes back to the World The-
ater and really establishes It as our
home base.”

Tschida said listeners this season
should expect more emphasis on
Keillor's Lake Wobegon mono-

logues and a slightly ditferent ap-
proach to the musical content,

though three-season veteran Rob
Fisher will still be in charge.

""We had a lot of shows with a
orchestra last year, the Coffee Club
Orchestra, and the musicians are
terrific,” Tschida said. *But a lot of
them are based in New York, so
we're going to be using some local
musicians and we're going to be
going a little bit smaller and sim-
pler. Garrison likes to sing, and he
feels his voice is probably better In
front of a simpler instrumentation.”

Another opening
In the season opener, Kellior will be
wuklrmwml six-plece band, g.ﬂ-
!;.ﬁgﬂtorehol m;udwnsmdn
r
gregational Church, Suppurlinlhe

muﬁl from actress-
singer Ivy Aultlrl. the last rumulning

member of the Broadwi iy
ny that Keillor as-

sembled in 1989, and soul

whiz Tom Keith, ‘an indispensable

smntrlbuw to both of Keillor's radio
8.

A number of Minnesota performers,
including singer-so Kate
MacKenzie and Ann Reed, jazz pia-
nist Butch Thompson and mandolin
marvel Pater Ostroushko, will be
featured on the first half dozen
broadcasts. MacKenzie, a "'Prairie
Home Gnmpanlnn mainstay and
occasional "'American Radio Com-

ny" guest, said many local musi-
cians are excited about Keillor's re-
turn here. “'He always provided
such a wonderful forum for musi-
cians in town and really did a lot for
so many of us, gatﬂng our music
out and heard around the country,
she said.

But there's not a lot of clamoring by
local musicians to get Keillor's at-
tention, she added. “'Around here,
he's one of ours. People are just
happy he's back." Many of the
shows will have themes. Tschida
said that, among other things, Keil-
lor “wants to do a Bean Fastival
and a Rhubarb Pie Festival, with an
actual bake-off.” Keillor and other
writers develop those themes in
quirky response to “‘where you're
Nm“’bﬁ , what time of year it is
at holiday is eumlng up," she
said. "For instance, Sax
Day is the first weekend in Novem-
ber. So we thought, well, we'd bet-
ter book a anuoﬂhme player on
that date. Then it also came up that
it's the anniversary of [smtsnuallal
writer] Albert Camus' birthday,
Garrison said maybe we o:& io
“:a segment on ‘sax-istentia-

This weekend, however, they're
keeping it simple. Tschida said the
theme of the season opener "Is the
season openar and [getti

to the World Theater.” nm a
moment too soon, some would say.

World

Minnesota Public Radio bought the
World Theater in 1981 mainly to

g,rovide a permanent home for A
airie Home Companion,”* which
was developing a national follow-
ing. ‘rhroeK?ars later, falling plas-
ter drove Keillor and company out
of the deteriorating 1910 vaudeville
house, and MPR announced plans
for a $1.5 million restoration. When
fundraising efforts fell far short,
MPR took out a second mortgage
onits uarters building in
dowrrwwn t. Paul, then appealed
to the city and the Legislature for
financial help. The project wound
up costing more than $3.5 million
and was barely half-paid for when
the theater reopened in 1986. A
year later, Keillor said he was wea-
geuf the rigors of weekly radio and

scrutiny of the local press, and
he left town.

In 1990, after the World Theater
had posted a $150,000 annual loss
for three years running, MPR laid
off 10 of the theater's 12 full-time
employees and turned it into a rent-
al hall. Since then, the World has
been used for comedy concerts,
debates, even a televised town

meeﬁngil More often than not, how-
aever, it has stood empty. So the city
of St. Paul has at least as much
reason as local musicians be heart-
ened by Keillor's return. Teresa
Sterns, a project director in St.
Paul's department of planning and
economic development, said no
one expects much direct economic
impact. "He's scheduled for 16 par-
formances in a 900-seat theater,"”
she said. "The only reason there'll
be any impact at all is that the
show's at 5 p.m., 50 it's likely peo-
ple will eat something afterwards.

"What it does do Is help us market
our family-friendly, down-home
kind of downtown," she said. “Gar-
rison Keillor having a folksy image
and having international recognition
with that image helps our down-
town because, once again, we can
say: 'St. Paul — Home of Garrison
Keillor."*
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