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Arts stance won
over radio host

By MEA ANDREWS
of the SoLLan

arrison Kefllor brought
his famous storyiclling
style to-Missoula on

Saturday, entertaining local
Democrats and arts supporters
with stories about a female
cousin named Duke and a family
pathering a quarter of a century
past,

But his main mission was
politicals to support Montana
Rep. Pat Williams® bid for
Congress this full because
Williams supports artists and
their work.

e T T T S
‘I think that's a
measure of a man —
when he's
courageous, and it's
not even required.’

— Garrison Keillor

1 am so pleased, at this point
in my lile, to find somebody clse
to admire,”" he tokd a sold-out
nore than 200 people
1 cach for the fund-
raviser st the Village Red Lion
Motor Inn. **You
out of peaple
you get a litle
politiciar

But Williams, Keillor said,
“'stood up far the arts and the
artists at a time when other
peaple were lgoking for cover. 1 Humorist Garrison Keil
think that's & measure of a man using his mild-mann;
— when he's COUrAECOus, and it's  menls to make pralou
not eve obsenvalions — expe

Will topics at his Saturday ap;
of con soula Here's a sample
the arts theoug {
Endlowment for the Arts, even
when the J[h\u and lhur work

it while and

come 1o us for ale
e opposcs talk about pubiie'fe
rnm. rap work it overall  1S8U8.
belicves art is 4 form of speech
protected by the Constitution.
A liams®

g helps millions of people
art and music fn their own

communities, adding to quality fulfor, a
of ife for all — even people in — God designed 1o show
rural states, drink whal a hangaover is a

{Sec KEILLOR, Page B-1)

nical about in Missoula for Williams' campaign.

Humorist offers his signature homespun insights

M On his family reunion 25 years
ago: "YWe were l0o many people under one

Keillor rates Williams above average

rk.to run REP. PAT WILLIAMS laughs at a story being told by humorist Garrison Keillor Saturday afternoon during a fund-raiser

wined in close proximity, including

ers of the family who had not spoken
ch olher in manths and who did not
peak [0 each olher,

ome of the few Democrals in our fam-
if in one corner, enduring the

e others, hoping 1hal {he subject
uld not come up, "

W On “freedom of exprasslun": "My
devolion to freedom of expressian is astoun-
dingly thin, | have sal for many years in front
ofa '\h"-v piece of paper, trying fo express
I'found no freedom there at all. It
ty of expression that turned the

On Iurning 50: Days before his

lor said, his mother canfessed
a0e 10 get him into kin-
he was so preco-

“To find out that there were a

re young enough to sow them."

ow, Il only you'd known that

WURT WILSONMissoulian

B On parents: "Somelimes we look at
our parenis and have this nse lear of he-
redity, Sometimes we have this solace and
consummate respect.’

W On parenting: "|f you have a chid
who's an artisl, it's a broadening &
fior a person, I'm sure, Like havir i
fhe gircus or something, or having m_n be-
come a lightrope walker.

B On Republicans: “They have a vision
of this country and il's nol going 1o work.
foa fafe. We can't all become sanctimonious

One respects a po
W On Bill CHrllon doing a
& 1o this

ol

mor, and with ¢ sucl h ol
work of polifics.”
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FROM PAGE B-1

Keillor
Contmued)

““The NEA works in exactly the way conserva-
tives say government should: with a small
amount of moncy — cnough to make a differ-
ence — and then to bow out,” Keillor said.

“It is so ironic and tragic that, thanks to
right-wing demogogues, the NEA should be
indelibly associated in the minds of most
Americans with performance artists in down-
town Manhattan. |

“It has always been more important to
people in the great middie purt of the country,
who count on the arts as a necessity in life. ...

In a small town, where people live in splendid

isolation, the theater and music and perfor-
mance (art) and gallerics are a community fo-
cal point.™

Williams faces Republican Rep. Ron Mar-
lenee for Montana's single remaining scat in
the U.S. House.

Marlence, arguing that the NEA funds
pornography, has made Williams® NEA record
 campaign issue.

Arts funding “'is not the most important
issue in this clection,”” Keillor said. *'It is a
small issuc. But I think it is these small issucs
that are a measure of a person. '’

The humorist and author — best known
for his 13 years on the wildly successful “A
Prairic Home Companion'' radio show — also
touched on national Democratic politics, and

: some_swipes at Republicans along the

Americans are tired of preachings about the

wrongs of homosexuality and family values, he
said.
. **lt was so reassuring to see that poll in The
New York Times that said people want to hear
about the economy and they want to hear
nbﬁul health care — by a huge percentage,” he
said.
Republicans, he said, ““have chosen the
wrong side. They have come down on the side
of the past.”

““We believe passionately in the future and

we believe passionately in making a country
that offers our children, my children ... the

same greal 'food opportunity that we had ar

their age and that isn't there today.”
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