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Keillor should
radio for help

By ADAM HAUS

5 a longtime listener to
Garrison  Keillor's radio
rograms, both the de-

funct “Prairie Home Companion”
and the current “American Radio

C of the Air,” I inevitabl
h:;?w Iur;ywm relaxed hantonh,e
as | read his writing, In this case
as in others, I would rather hear
hlm on the radio than read him on

Rg:;ﬁl station WLT, which
stands for “With Lettuce and
Tomato,” owing to origins as a
sales tool for a restaurant, is the
focal point for Garrison Keillor's
examination of greed, lust, failure
and Midwestern wvalues. Like
other early radio stations, WLT
evolves, rises and falls, and along
the way carries many Wwrilers,
singers, actors and announcers
with it.

Francis With, the
whose career unifies
a shy, withdrawn, ambitious,
smart Minnesota farm boy, He
desperately wants o be amm
the quirky and temperame:
WLT air personalities, and,
through luck and persistence,
eventually makes it, only to find
out that radio is a titive
business populated with pec-

P There are a number of familiar
Keillor types at WLT: Dad
Benson, the absent-minded star of
“Friendly Neighbor"; Slim and
Buddy Graves, the maudlin father
and mmfl:ﬁers. The Shephemi
Boys, a l spel quartet; Leo
LaValley, Roilr\r Club

WLT:

A Radio Romance
GARRISON KEILLOR
Viking, 401 pp., $21 85

P turned
nndPatsyKonuph.s‘pm'l!hu:yland
soap opera writer. are
E manmusualhusl
Soderberg Jr.,
WL'l"a mr cares more for
ymmswnmanUIanheﬂmsfnru

Pnr an apparently auto-
phical character, Francis
\\ﬂ hbe many of the other char-
acters, is not very well-developed.
His earnestness is balanced
mostly by his lust, and he seems
very self-centered. Is this the
that Garrison Keillor hmmeal{
or wants to be men"
w.\s in DL:;s """a"'?ﬁ" A;;L;:ﬁ
‘obegon and “We i
Married,” Keillor has drawn heav-

Garrison Keillor, whose baritone is familiar to radio listeners, has trouble finding his voice as a writer.

th he hes formerly only

listener's r
a reader’s. [nprhﬂ.umchnnc!m
exist, but they do not live.
Keillor's writing has alwi
seemed flat to me, even for
humor, and less clever than his
radio work. He has a careful, de-
liberate writing style that asks to
be taken seriously. Keillor is sim-
ply trying too hard

He has also injected more overt
lust, greed, deceit and selfish
ambition into this story than in
previous works, Perhaps Keillor is
aiming for gravity, but the dark

prove his work.

1 am reminded of Mark Twain,
whose writing progressively dark-
ened. The latent satire of
“Huckleberry Finn" evolved into
the vituperative moralizing of
“The Man Who Corrupted
Hadleyburg," which condemns hu-
manity for selfishness and Jdimi;

This is not to say that Keillor
heading in the same direction, or
that this book is not funny, be-

cause some of it is. Bul there

Minnesota-born Garrison
Keillor, 49, has modified his folksy,
Midwestern image over the past

radio, and'ﬁ:hapshehumi

momeplmneralthanhnnh,bul
they do seem less substantial.

Ultimately, television overtakes
radio as the primary medium, and
this makes the book inherently
nostalgic. It is quite readable, and
certainly n;nynhle,e:pemﬂy!nr
Kmllnrllulhupethtm
future, Garrison Keillor allows
mmumuue;rm naturally,
without strivi iﬂlﬂc&nﬁe
Hemal:md;:sm
achieve it without trying.

Adam Haus lives and writes in Chi-
cago, where he works in the publish-
ing industry.
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