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Is Hartford the next Lake Wobegon?

By ANITA M. SELINE
Courant Staff Writer

Humorist Garrison Keillor may
not have been serious when he men-
S e L

as a permanent
renowned radio show.

“It's an idea, not a plnn." aaya his

producer, S
Chris Tschida.

But  that
hasn't stopped
Hartford and
several other
cities from try-
ing to encour-

age such a
move. From
the Governor's
office to own-
ers of a dﬂa&
dated West End theater. Hartford
leaders are abuzz about how to at-
tract the celebrity.

“T think that everyone who I've

— he consider a move out of
Manhattan — that Hartford is the
place to come,” said John Boyer,
director of the Mark Twain Memori-

‘But before Hartford boosters start
setting up the sound stage and selling
tckets, thict 500 elsewhere

We've got good views, exeellent
acoustics,” Walker said of the 400-
seat theater that has staged a vari-
ety of performances from such art-
ists as violinist Issac Stern to
country musician Lyle Lovett.

W has written a letter to
Keillor inviting him to come. In ad-

think
Vermont,” said Laura
gramanishntattheﬂm
the home of the Vermont Symphony
Orchestra.
“There are a lot of parallels be-

tween Vermont and Lake Wobegon,”
Keillor’s fictional town in Minneso-

ta, said.

mm officials are not
wllllngtom'vr:lxnmhnolwh
their venue be ideal for Keil-
lor

“I don’t wish to discuss it.” said
Norma Sanderson, of Mechanics

Hall, in Worcester, Mass. However,
the local chamber of commerce did
confirm that a letter and a informa-
tion packet has been sent to Keillor.

In Hartford, former City Council-
man George Ritter recently wrote to
Joseph McGee, state economic de-
velopment commissioner, about
K 's interest in relocating to the
region and the possibility of using
the Colonial Theater on Farmington
Avue. o

“I think we’ll be pulling a group

together to try to bring him to the
city," said Richard Suisman, one of

Ritter’s partners in Colonial and also
a former city councilman.

It wasn't the only letter McGee
received. State Rep. Gary LeBeau,
D-East Hartford, sent a letter to the

s office telling him about
eillor’s remark and urging fast ac-

tion.

Besides the Mark Twain Memori-
al, where Keillor staged a 0-
mance last December that will be
released on a double-cassette tape in
February, the Old State House, the
Downtown Council and lots of others

citi leaders are figuring ways to get
K here.

“Even if he wasn't serious, he may
be serious now,” said Kathy Butler
of the Downtown Council. “We're
reud?tomllouttheredcarpet!or

er said even if all this energy
mmwoutlohudrm.atlemmrt-
ford can learn from this experience
and lpyly it to a future opportunity
or problem
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