News

com
by <lancestry

https://www.newspapers.com/image/361009448

Leader-Telegram (Eau Claire, Wisconsin) -

Sun, Jan 27, 1991 -

Page 4

Downloaded on May 6, 2021

[ War in the Gulf

CF native
thanks

Keillor

Humor helped him
while in captivity

ST. PAUL (AP) — A Chippewa

Falls native who found a mental

from his ordeal as a human

shield in Iraq by listening to tape

recordings of i Keillor's

folksy radio shows thanked the
humorist in person Saturday.

Ralph Leidholdt of Lakewood,
Colo., was invited backstage al the
World Theater to meet Keillor
I‘:&t;lm Chls |our|ng "mcm

o Company™™ was in
front of a sold-out audience of 925
that included Leidholdt and his
wife, Rosemary, as Keillor’s

The 62-year-old Leidholdt, who
attended Stillson School in Chip-
a Falls, handed Keillor some
rwl money that he had smuggled
nu: of Iraq in his shoe.

““That’s to pay you for all of the
good times you gave me while I
was in hostage camp,’’ Leidholdt
told Keillor during a brief chat be-
tween his rehearsal and per-
formance.

Leidholdt said it was worth about
20 cents in American moncy
Keillor autographed a copy of
“Lake Wobegon Days," writing
inside, “‘Free at last only to be
at my show.”
idholdt told Keillor he had to
leave behind in Kuwait other books

Keillor has written,
“‘Well, they'll be puzzled by
them,’* said Keillor with a chuckle.

Leidholdt told Keillor that
recordings of his shows helped him
t through his captivity.
sﬂI|-1 an interview, Leidholdt said,
“‘They passed the time, and they
i that sense of humor to
eep you up. If you don’t have that
sense of humor as a hostage,
you've lost it.’ 2
**American Radio Company,” a
live, nationally broadcast show, is
juced by Minnesota Public
and distributed nationwide
by American Public Radio.
idholdt is an engi who is

Ralph Leidholdt,
Saturday night after

2, when Iraq invaded Kuwait. He
had been working for 13 months as
the project on a multi-
million dollar contract with
Kuwait’s Ministry of Public
Works, running a wastewater treat-
ment plant and an irrigation sys-

tem.

He and his wife, who was at
home in suburban Denver at the
time, had tickets for Keillor's tour-
ing show Aug. 4 in Denver.

Denver's Fiddler's Green
phitheater, where Keillor per-
famnedlwodaysuﬁcrlm]mvnded
Kuwait, learned that his fan missed
the show and why, it offered to fly
him to the St. Paul
u‘li'ewul!mkll who said he didn't
suffer any mistreatment in captivi-
ly.hldfmiﬂda)‘smhnlﬁlwm
and then for 73 days as

on a vacation from his job with
Operations Management _Inter-
national Inc. of Kingwood, Texas.

He was due to come home Aug.

“‘guest” of Saddam Hussein lol-
lowing his capture.

He said he survived his ordeal by
listening twice daily to his collec-

right, a Chippewa Falls native,
mmwmmmmmu
Leidholdt was held

time
show.

tion of 38 tapes of ''American
Radio Company'* and Keillor's
previous show. A Prairie Home
Col ion. "

““They were really a godsend, I'll
tell you. Every day we were in
hostage camp. . . . I'd put on my
Sony Walkman and put in a pro-

gram and walk while 1 was listen-
mf " Leidholdt said.

t
entertainment

was among the few forms of

available and

rruwded an important emotional
ink 10 home.

““We had I i TV, if you like
Hussein Inshl Leidholdt said
facetiously. ** e'd call it Hussein
bashing, but they would jusl

gduhte Hussein every night,”
Leidholdt shared lns tapes with

Associated Press
as a human shield in Iraq, which
llmned to tape recordings of Keillor's

1||g blocking view of the outside

“me what I can determine on
CNN, it was bombed last Satur-

day,™ Leidholdt said.
former world henvywmgm
boxing champion Muhammad Ali

secured the release of Leidholdt
and other hostages held as human
shields in December, Leidholdt
huug]uT:It'all 38 of his Keillor
tapes. y're of his |
collection of 1 g
Listening to llu.- shows brought
back memories of growing up as a
Norwegian-American in Chippewa
Falls and driving from his family’s
Wisconsin home to college at the

UmmtyomehDIkmm
Gﬂnﬂ

mnpslSl Cloud is like

fellow
nmufmurmg t'lcl'lny 3f m\ks
southwest of Baghdad, where they
were confined in a compound sur-
rounded by corrugated metal sheet-

Lake
1 relate to it so much,” Lei

I guess that's wh;

‘al town
ormer radio

S'E.ied" referring to the m
illor spoke of in his
show.
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