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Garrison Keillor returns to Gettysburg College

By AOBEAT HOLT
Thmes Staff Writer

People need to drink six glasses of water each and
every day. Televizion is a blight. Young people do dis-
play humer but not around adults. Writing is the ba-
=15 of education.

And by the way, where can a guy from New Yark
get a good haircut around here?

..Welcome to the world of Garrison Keillor — at
lewst for Tuesday.

T¢'s a fast-paced and ecl
at Getrysburg Callege among a dvumwrm.hlu and
the writer/humarist.

The 48-year-old satirist literally breezes into the
(ﬂmpuifwul&y\wnﬂﬂln‘fﬂlﬂ F,lnﬂwrd.u
heveled by the wind, he sits on s safa and sums up the
;utuannn in a few

“I don't want to beat wwud. the bush,” said the
6-foot-3anch man with dark, bushy eyebrows. T want
to say who | am and why I'm here.”

'l’m here because 'm a Wrmrr." K-:ﬂw—ui ‘l‘mh:

waek =:me1;t today, and whn gits down aﬂd WTites

KmLI.w is the guest of the college literary moga-
tine, Gettysburg Review, and is expected to conclude
Lmh_\r & two-day stay at the campus as writer-in-
regidence.

The man who won acclaim for the American Public
Bado shaw, °A Prairie Tome Companion,” and con-
tinues that tradition with his new program,
can Radio Company,” fidgets with his horn- rmlmzd
glasses and seems indifferent that ink stains on his
chirt are visitle to the groap.

He :

“So [want ta come talk to these young people wha
are not aware of things that 1 have written in the
past; which I find mereiful, and which draws me tow-
ards them, is the fact they have not read my books,
and they huve no ides who [ am. And they are more
interested, as Tam, in what | may write tomorrow and
the day after that.”

T like te look up at these big white porticees, and
this sort of Pennsylvania-Geargian architecture, and
it makes me fesl smart mgain o that ['m ready & go
back to New York, and back to being & writer,” the
Minnesota native adds.

Thewnt and saxireofG;r_lréwn K;t:[lm lﬁ
for & 90-minute spree — hold on tight and if you geta
Tittle dizzy, }mpp:'& when he pauses. L

“T'maleo here to ¢1nim.l reut, which I've never had
a pood one in New York and it's been three years...
he says, drawing a few chuckles.

Then Keillor announees to the group of serious-
minded journalists that he has been working in re-
cent months on a new the “Hydration Move-
ment® ar “Six-A-Day Mavement.” to persusde people
to drink more water.

or b is partial to Gy L L o Luu....g. ssio uf_wnnm.

College, since it is one of three in the Ulm.ed States
that ted him an hon -‘\mlnﬂmsllwmlmmilhund"hwdn'hmdﬂuh
e tion.”™ ffctas person's men-

during times when he feels *less than irt.”
“It's a small um,wlwrlm Ph.D. i-m-l'l'nd.,'bulit

means a lot tome,” says -, now hunched on the

cdgeofawwhandhiaui-nuu:r:h-dalnp‘n:isluad.

tal abilities, and goes on ta say hi
everyone mheam as youths, hux lh!y have chrsm
to ignore i

£k Doy Sin large glsses, and that's for a ane

Tumes photos by Dan Shosmaker

id statasat lege di

INTERVIEWED
Eeillor discusses his two-day writer-in-

hundred and m’m d person. And that’s in this
kind of weather. in the summertime."
Thm;snuhqhur unly silence in the room_ Then
someone asks what hat kind of water the storyteller
drinks — tap, bottled? The bait has been swallowed,
the trap is sprung, and Keillor is reeling them in.
'N.-- York tap water is some of the best water in
the countay. It's what really draws people to New
York. come from all ever the eountry o stay in
Immlsm anm-kanddnnk waier outof the tap,” he

Amnungmt-.uur ‘hotel patrons pay a surtax for
the water in New York — something like 8 or 10 per-
cent on I.Iwhnh!'bu!l =t for the water.

‘come from all over the country, und bring
large nm eontainers that fill up the trunks of their
cars. Its an amazing, an xm;:n‘ thing,” he claims.

a Lodge ir

. 1, uh, I became s brilliant as 1 had been in my
early twenties. And here I am,” Heillor says.
groap realizes that Kefllor is toying with them,
but he rejects an attempt to instill a little reality inta
the story when it is suggested that his campaign
could kesp = lot of pesple indispase
“Dhs we want to get into this nub,ect 1 was talking
about hydration, and now you're talking aboat mic-
tantion,” he replies with his tradema©k dry humor.
His next work due for publication is a novel ahout
the “the death of radio and the advent of television.”
"My hero in this novel turns out to be a televisian
news %ly 1 em l belwvc that | dm that_ 1 just don't
knaw how it hay " he =a
Vet the writer nddan waamwmme that the tele-
o becomes the heroin a stary aboat the

g:?csufwal:!admy, 1, uh...How can Tsay ttand not

ere are = fi piies
asks when hydration became a concern for Keillor-
He relates that hs l:vume ill during the summer
witha respiratory virus, and he was required to take
Iarge qunnuuunromly {ll]!,'hn\’l!xwttnnku large
glass of water with eac]
“And after & couple of ki of drinking six large

d collapse of the radio broadeast-
mg lnﬂus‘lj‘ in the 1940s.

*And people didn't see it coming. And my character
is m hero because he makes alucky leap, because he
was unsuccessful in radio and he walks across the
strest.” he says.

(See KEILLOR on 3A)

Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

News,



News

.com Th i ia) - .
b Dlancestiy e Gettysburg Times (Gettysburg, Pennsylvania) - Wed, Nov 14, 1990 - Page 3
https://www.news papers.com/image/46693452 Downloaded on May 9, 2021

Keillor

(From page 1A)

The protagonist in the story is
surprising for Keillor, because he
claims not to like television.

“I consider television...television
1s a diuretic, I think. Television is
kind of a blight, I think, and the
people who invented it have a lot to
answer for,” he adds.

Keillor says he has been reading
stories written by creative writing
and dramatic arts students that he

- is meeting.
¥ “It seems to me that they’re do-
#  1ng something similar to what I did
/%7  when I was 19,” he says.
7 He recalls writing about places
,3{‘;- and things that were far removed
ke from Minnesota, where he grew up

and attended college. He notes par-
ticularly stones about jazz musi-
cians leading strange and tragic
lives in Greenwich Village because
they were not appreciated by the
world.

Over the years, Keillor says he
began to write more about Minne-
sota and people with whom he had
been raised.

“The difference was really amaz-
ing. It's extremely hard to write ab-
wker  outthings you don’t know anything

about. It’s just really hard work, es-
[isa peaally if youre making 1t up.
Inda That’s harder than going out and
nee doing research,” he says.
and Keillor says young people are
subtle and very funny in therr
humor.
“When they’re with each other.
But when they are with us, they be-
come solemn and humorless,” he
says and Jaughs “We seem to have
htin  this effect on them. I don’t think
ger this is their fault.”

es The humonist says he does not

esto ask young people to display humor
On on demand.

ople “I Just want to gave them a little
doll, bt of good advice. Because I think
nal. that writing, whether or not they

should ever publish anything in

their life, 1s the basis of education.
l’ The most fundamental and valu-
X able discipline that they can pick
up 1n college 1s the ability to say
what has happened to us,” he says
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