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Keillor finds it tough to cope

with new life in

Copenhagen

ByCHARLES FERRO
Associated Press

COPENHAGEN — It has been
two years since Garrison Keillor
mmememl.rkloludmelueota

leaving behind

the
tian Jungle Girl and other inhabit-
ants of Lake Wobegon,

During that time, he mlumad to
the United States and
another book on the market. N’W
he's looking ahead to fresh ventures,
while trying to find a new spot on
which to hang his hat.

Keillor still calls Minnesota
home, even though he has a place in
Manhattan, and makes frequent
trips to his wife Ulla Skaerved's na-
tive Denmark where they also have
anapartment.

His new book, "Wem Snll Mar~
ried," isa potpourri of
and stories written dlnin; the RBI

gan years. His first book was about
his fictional hometown, “Lake Wobe-
gon Days." His next was “Leaving
Home.”

More than 4 million people tuned
into American Public Radio’s “A
Prairie Home Companion,” Keillor's
hit radio show that celebrated the
Norwegian bachelor farmers and
others of the quiet, imaginary little
town of Lake Wobegon — the town
that time forgot. The show started in
1974 and Keillor gave the last broad-
castinJune 1987,

To the end, “A Prairie Home
Companion” was Kelllor's show, re-
flecting his diverse and sometimes
cornball musical tastes and hisaffec-
tion for small-town life, But since
leaving the show, Keillor has been
unsettled and at loose ends.

“The worst possible thingis when
allyour dreams come true. And mine
did, including some I didn't realize I
had. But I felt better about facing up
to those things in Minnesota," he said
inaninterview,

The show was broadcast from St.
Paul, but the 46-year-old Keillor
staged it in Lake Wobegon, Minn,,
which became so familiar that some
listenersthought it wasa real town.

The monologues grew from a re-
gional hit show into a neuonnl phe-
nomenon running more than a de-
cade. Keillor's best-selling "Lln
Wobegon Days” was the book ver-
sion of his radio humor.

The radlo show made Keillor a
nationally known figure. Wider rec-
ognition umg nnzr the II.ICCB!I of

‘The worst
possible thing is
when all your
dreams come
true. And mine
did, including
some | didn’t
realize | had. But
| felt better about
facing up to
those things in
Minnesota’

— Garrison Keillor

‘We Are Still Married’ shows
a great humorist at his best

We Are Still Married
Viing: 51895, 3%
king; $18.95, 330 pp.

By CHRISTOPHER CORBETT
Los Angeles Times-Washington Post

Back on Valentine's Day, In &
roundabout piece on love in the New
York Times, Garrison Keillor of-
fered this antidote for the Reagan
years: "All we need is a little religion
and some satire, and passion of
course.”

Readers will find those ingre-
dients splendidly displayed in Keil-
lor's new collection of pieces, “We
Are Still Married." For those who
hlumcludvdeewﬂlmmn
be seeing a kinder, gentler nation,
this is your book.

Inhisintroduction, he writes:

"lly cash crop is humor, a bas-

genre of Ilwﬂmlhuhcluon
Illl‘l Twain and the

‘How to Talk Suth'n, ‘Buddy’s Big

Book of Booger Jokes' and ‘Funny

Fotosof Cats in Hats,'a mixed field.”
Kelllor finishes in the first order,

for he is the finest humorist writing

in the United States. “We Are Still

m"hmﬂym
‘There issome satire:

“Hollywood in the '50s,” with the

show, “A Prairie Home Companion,”

the old firm of Thurbu'
Perelman & White and also includes

File pho
Life after “'A Prairie Home Companion hasn't been all that
Garrison Keillor expected,

And there are several nice pieces
from Lake Wobegon, along with Keil-
lor's on what the little
town that time has done to
‘him. In “My Life in Prison,” he hila-
riously looks at sudden fame in a
brilliant parody (lhml!‘nplmy)
of a feature story about
mdauumniﬂlpnmmawl-
ridden child:

“Every day Timmy whispers
Garrison Keillor's name and looks
for an envelope containing the auto-
graphed photo he requested from the
former ‘Prairie Home Companion'
host way back in March 1887. Doc-
tors say that such a signed photo
could give Timmy the spark of hope
he needs in order to live. His Aunt
Brenda, Timmy's custodian since his
parents and sister died at the hands

how much it means to us, surely as a
Christian he would spare 30 seconds
toautographapicture.”"
TheStory ends with Timmy hallu-
clnnﬂn] with a llo-deuu fever
Keillor swills Pouilly-Fuisse at
mswrmnb Justwonderful.

what they were aimingat," said Keil-
lor. He felt hatred directed against
him, which was entirely strange to
him.

What bothered him most was that
he couldn't see anything funny about

values inherited from the Scandina-

vian immigrants who settled in his

Lake Wobegon. But he had problems

working here, and found he could

write more easily in the United
ites.

visit to the country, he was so taken
with Denmark that he thought it
could be material for a book. But that
feeling of newness has worn off, and
he now feels he'd have trouble writ-
ingafew good paragraphs.

he a good

it: "Usually I can think of
humorous about something, but I've
never been able to write about that. It

the book, an: resent-
ment that he sald took nlrn by sur-
prise.

“If somebody I'd gone to school
with, whom [ didn't think was that
smart to begin with, had written a
book thatsold a whole lot of copies. ..
1 would envy him. I know that I
would,” hesaid.

Keillor said he felt forced to give
up his home when the local press
took too much interest in his private
life. "It bewildered me. I had no idea

utterly

Today, Keillor thinks less about
that time, which he calls awkward,
confusing and embarrassing.

He confessed to escaping the Mid-
west, first to Europe, then to New
York. "I fled first to Copenhagen,
sort of under the illusion that [ could
live overhere,” hesaid.

Keillor's move to Denmark was
accompanied by much fanfare, par-
ticularly since his humor played on
themes of small-town America and

b § had togo
back to America. [ suppose that was
kind of embarrassing, too, to have
failed so publicly, to have planted
your flag so publicly and having to
pullitout,” hesaid.

Denmark provided some ano-
nymity, but the humorist feels like a
tourist here, and he cannot foresee
nd]usﬁng to the Danish scene. While

n Copenhagen, he mixes socially
wilh Danes and with other Ameri-
cans, shoots baskets near his home
and does occasional speaking en-
gagements.

After only a shortspell on his first

deal of time over the past three years
in Denmark and plans to continue
doingso.

“[ think it is such an amazing
thing to come to another country and
marry someone from another coun-
try. It's miraculous,” he said. “And
then to do it In middle age, to have a

jonate romance when you're 43.
Tcan't wish things were different.”

Keillor is concentrating on his
writing, but announced last Thurs-
day he's also returning to the air-
waves. “I want to start up another
radio show and make something of
thesecond half of my life.”
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