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“I'm very high on New York," said Keillor, a 45

Minnesota native is now one of Man-

hattan’s newest residents. “To my mind it’s a city
othuolcnndvm and very

It’:been:lmodlyunineeﬂnehﬂ,wﬁ-wpoun
Keillor announced that he was ending his
stint on public radio. The storyteller who ‘made
Lake Wobegon, Minn., into the quintessential
American small town sald he wanted “to resume
the life of a shy perso

Anerhlsﬂul radloshow.lune 13, l(eillorand
family moved to his wife’s native Denmark, whe!
he spent the summer struggling with the language
and setting up house.

Somedmltseemsthatlamlmngthemmn—

grant dream in with
America, then the vm then the life of" servlmde
in the Old World,” he wrote in “A Letter From Co-
penhagen,” the introduction to “Leaving Home: A
Collection of Lake Wobegon Stories,” published
this year. 2

In an interview at a Manhattan coffee shop—a
far cry from Lake Wobegon's Chatterbox Cafe—
Keillor said he and his wife, Ulla Skaerved, a one-

time foreign exch he met in ¥
ta and married in 1985, decided to try New York
about three months

ago.
“It is hard. There's a great deal to endure, living
here,” he said in the slow, Midwestern cadence
that’s instantly recognizable to the 4 million peo-

MANHATTANITE: Gamison Keillor, by way of Minnesota
and Denmark
%whollstenedwh:mwtbendmmhhmrday

For instance, there are New York drivers. Keil-
lor, who arrived here with his 1985 Chevrolet Blaz-
er, said he put it in a garage and hasn’t seen it in
over a month. “We were brwght up to be polite

and to defer to the person” on the road, he
said. But if you drive that way here, “you'll never
get home for dinner.” ¥

New Yorkers also have a different tone of voice,
a way of “quietly yelling” at each other that of-
fends the mild-mannered Lake We

Still, living in New York is worth it, md Keillor,

TIICCNAV'C DDIAAE TIAAET

3 eﬂ!.lm.lm‘ mb“ ividual-
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“Lake We xnillorwqﬂlt

of not
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the alone
Meﬂm&wmmvm—-

his mm -&'ﬁv&ﬁ*m in which he had

mm.wmmlmmnlmuu i3

wouldn't run off
"heuld.“lwnnt =3
bRt Wobegon to the peo-
‘of Lake Wobegon, hlt notpmslbh.ncan’t- H
dnnotnue.” x

very about appearing too different, be-
peoplehhittomennmtyonthinkmt
you're better.”
EILLOR misses radio. “When you quit
~ something that you've done 13 years, you
for it,” he said. “I want to do another
‘Prairie Home Oompanion farewell show. Maybe
& an annual hmell . every year come back

say goodbye again.’ R
Plnns are in the worh. but Keillor said no date
has yet been set.
Keillor has a m-ll office and “a typewriter that
't work™ at The N

é

=

pieces for the mmzine.ludoem! plan to do
muchwrittngforlw - 2
“For a year or two, 1 thlnk lt helps to pull out of
it, to take some time to walk around and look at
things and listen .people"heuld. —AP
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