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‘Strong women, good-looking men’ now New Yorkers

At least that’s what
transplanted

Garrison Keillor thinks

NEW YORK — Good-hearted. Generous.
Heroic

These are words you might expect Garri-
son Keillor 1o use (o describe the sturdy
Norwegian inhabitants of his mythical Lake
Wobegon

However, today when the best-selling au-
thorand former host of National Public Ra-
dio's A Praine Horme Companion uses those
words, he isn't talking about the small Minne-
S0t town "where all the women are strong,
all the men are good-looking and all the chil-
dren are above average.”

These days he's using those words to de-
scribe — New Yorkers?

“I'm very high on New York.” said Keillor,
a A5year-old Minnesota native who is now
one of Manhattan's newest residents. *To my
miind it's a eity of heroie and very humorous
and very considerate people.”

It's heen almast a year since the tall, soft-
spoken Keillor announced that he was ending
his 1 3year stint on public radio. The story-
teller who made Lake Wobegon, Minn., into
the quintessential American small town said
he wanted “to resume the life of a shy per-

After his final radio show June 13, Keillor
and family moved to his wife's native Den-
mark, where he spent the summer struggling
with the language and setting up house.

“Some days it seems that I am living the:
immigrant dream in reverse, starting with
success in America, then the voyage, then the
life of servitude in the Old World,” he wrole
in A Letter From Coperthagen, the introduc-
tion 1o Leaving Home: A Collection of Lake «
Waobegon Stories, published this year

Inan interview at o Manhattan coffee shop
— a far ery from Lake Wobegon's Chatterbox
Cafe — Keillor said he and his wife, Ulla Ska-
erved. a one-time foreign exchange student
e met in Minnesota and married in 1985, de-
cided totry New York about three months

ago.
“It1s hard. There's a great deal to endure,

Garrison Keillor
U'mvery high on New York'

living here,” hesaid in the slow, Midwestern
cadence that's instuntly recognizable (o (he 4
million people who listened (o him on the -
dio each Saturday might

Forinstance, there are New York drivers,
Keillor, who arrived here with his 1155 Chey
rolet Blazer, said he put il in o garmge and
hasn't seen it inover a month, “We were
Ibrought up to be polite and to defer fo the
other person” on the road, he said. Butif you
drve that way here, “vou'll never get home
for dinner.”

New Yorkers also have a different tone of

VO aw of “quietly yelling” at each other
that offends the mild-nannered Lake Wobe-
poner

SHIL lving in New York is worth if, said
Keallor, who calls the city “a model of not
onlv tolerance but, Lthink, of a good-hearted-
ness that | like.

“The most wonderful thing is the anonymi-
ty and the feeling of being alone
here... Living practically in each other's laps
the way they do, {New Yorkers) are, 1 think,
extremely sensitive to individuality,

It was i loss of privacy in his hometown of

St. Paul, Minn., following the success of his
1985 book, Lake Wobegon Deays, that forced
Keillor to quit his radio show and leave the
state in which he had lived all his life.

“It was a lovely dream that I had that |
would be a writer who stayed at home, that I
wouldn't run off to the coast as others have
done,” he said. “ [ wanted fo tell stories about
Lake Wobegon to the people of Lake Wobe-
gon, but it's not pessible; it can't be done
there.”

Part of the reason stems from whal he
calls a piece of Minnesota folklore — " the
old caution that we've all heard since we
were little kids. and that is:'Don’t think
you're hetter than other people. .. Don't think
vou're different or special.”

“I don't believe in that anymore. .. The
pursuit of talen! is not the same as vanity — it
just isn't — and | am afraid that where |
come from it is. You have to be very careful
ubout appearing too different, because peo-
ple take it to mean that you think that you're
better.”

Keillor feels much more comfortable here
“New Yorkersare much more casual — not
blase — buf casual,”

And hie pooh-poohs the nation that he'il
Tose touch with the special qualities of rural
life that permeate his writing. 1 den't think
imagination islimited by region,” he sald,

That's not tosay he has no regrets, though,
The biggest one isbeing away from radio

“When you quit something that you've
done for 13 years, you grieve for it,” he said.
“I'want to doanother Prairie Home Compan-
1on farewell show, Maybe do an annual
farewell.. every year come back and say
zoodbye again”

Plans ure inthe works with officials at
Minnesotia Publie Radio, which produced the
original show, but Keillor said no date has yet
been sel

He promises the show will contain the
news from Lake Wobegon, a monologue done
in what he calls the *family tradition of story-
telling and kitchen talk.”

And, of course, he'd bring back the cast
from Luster the Show Dog, do his commer-
cials, have guests and sing “That's the thing
that I really miss the most...a chance tosing
wilh other people.” he suid. |
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