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Julie Adams of the Fabulous Twister Sisters performs during warm-up for show

‘Mountain Stage’ hopes to benefit
from the end of ‘Prairie Home’

By Tom Daykin

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — After
“Prairie Home Companion” broad-
casts its last live show on Salur-
day, some fans may seek a new
companion in “Mountain Stage.™
“We know there are a few radio
stations that are going (o put us in
that (‘Prairie Home Companion’)
time slot and keep goi " said
Larry Groce, who is host
producer of Mountain Stag
won't hurt us.”

But while “Mountain Stage"
and “Prairie Home Companion™
hoth feature live music perform-
ances and comedy skits. the two
shows differ. Groce said “"Moun-
thin Stage” placed a greater em
phasis on music, while “Praine
Home Companion's” centerpiece
was host Garrison Keillor's famous
monologues.

But Groce and fellow co-pro-
ducer Andy Ridenour have “Prai-
rle"size goals. Both say they wanl
to see 250 National Public Ra
stations carry “Mountain Stage
= the same number of stations
that carry “Prairie Home Compan
ion."

Stll, Groce and Ridenour are
proud of the show's growth since
1081, when it aired as a pilot on
West Virginia Public Radio. The
show's format originated with Ri
denour, who wanted
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took shape. While it featured re-
gional groups, it went beyond tra-
ditional bluegrass bands and in-
cluded such artists as the
Charleston String Quartet. The
show also has had nationally
known artists such as the John
Blake Jazz Quartet

“Mountain Stage's" diverse
lineup also has included such acts
as the Bobs, an a cappella group
that performed a cover of the
Beatles' “Helter Skelter.” The

show also has featured storytell
ers, poets, music and comedy per-
formed by its regular casi.

‘Mountain Stage” eventually
went from monthly to twice-
monthly to weekly shows, Last
June, it began nationwide broad
casts on National Public Radio,
and is now heard on tape on about
80 radio stations throughout the
country in addition to the live
broadcasts on West Virginia Pub-
lic Radio._
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Travel Agents

[An excellent career opportunity
with the fastest growing fravel
network in North America. The
Lexington office is growing
again & has an immediate|
opening for an experienced lei-
sure travel counselor. Minimum
1 yr. experience in fravel agency|
required. Excelient working
conditions. Good benefits. Salary|
[commensurate with experience.
Call Mr. Taylor for appointment
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