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- Keillor’s announcement

‘tragedy’ for his many fans

By John Camp
and Gina Boubion

Knight-Ridder

ST. PAUL, Minn. — When Steve
Borer of St. Paul heard on the 6
o'clock news Saturday that Garri-
son Keillor was ﬂumél&rnuhllc ra-
dio’s “A Prairie Home L{:nlon"
show — and, indeed, that the show
itself would end in June — he
wrapped a scarf around his head
and went autograph hunting’.,

“They were talking about the

. sales tax (on TV), and the next thing

I hear, they said Keillor is quit-
ting,” Borer said, and he snapped
his fingers: “I head downtown."

At a Iobb& souvenir shop in the

r, Borer priced vari-

ous Keillor-flavored keepsakes, and
‘back cop;
g novel,
“Lake Wobegon Days.”

Disdaining the group of celebrity
t of the

theater in of seeing Keillor

-come out after the show, Borer
- walked around to an alley that led

* - to the theater’s back door.

“I figured if he's so shy, he’ll be
coming out this way," Borer said.
A gaggle of newspeople were

- waiting 'Lﬂ;zudoor, and Borer

ow-covered book

2:0 t a chain link fence where he
- hoped it would catch Keillor's t{vnek

Looking through the chain

- fence and across a street, he could
see the
-on the side of the public radio build-

lighted headline streamer

ing.
q‘BABY'S DEATH AT ST. PAUL

'DAYCARE RULED A HOMI-
. CIDE" the electronic streamer
. said. Then, KID-
~. NAPPERS SAY HOSTAGES IN

- DANGER;” and, after a while, “A

“LEBANON

. PRAIRIE HOME COMPANION TO
- CLOSE IN JUNE "

The streamer also said it was 26
at 6:35 p.m., and the show

~didn't end until 7 p.m.

At 7 p.m., members of the the-
ater audience for “A Prairie Home
Companion” began to trickle out
the front entrance. They described
their reaction to Keillor's an-
nouncement at the beginning of the
two-hour broadcast as hushed, let-
ting his words and the soothing tone
of voice sink in before whispering
to each other.

“By everyone's reaction, I fig-
ured it was already common
knowledge,” said Ann Stan-
driff, who came with her husband,
Don, from Cincinnati just to hear
the show. “I guess that’s how Min-
nesotans are. People didn't say any-
thing. It's a shame. He's a big hit, at
least in our neighborhood.”

Bob Halverson of St. Paul, who

came to the show with his daugh-
ters for Valentine's Day, said he

Garrison Keillor: Swan song in June.

was “stunned.”

“At first I didn't think he was se-
rious because he jokes a lot,”
Halverson said. “But then it slowly
sank in. We just sat there in shock.
He will be

“An American tr:ﬁedy‘ We didn’t
recognize him (Keillor) as an en-
dandgered species. This is terrible,”
said Gene S: 1 another

the alley to keep warm.

A Byﬂnnesora Public Radio
spokesman came out the back door
;.a say Kelllgr :IBBI‘I) anu:k out a dif-

erent way. But Borer kept jogging,
his shoulx”a hunched lv?wigh cois,
beads of sweat on his forehead.

St. Paul Mayor George Latimer
was in the audience at the an-

Ohioan who made his first visit to
St. Paul just to see the show.

“People drive a lot here in the
Midwest,” he said. “Most people
are introduced to him on the car ra-
dio. I've been listening to the show
for about 10 years. He just became
another bad habit."

The mle who work in the
World ter gift shop were as
shocked as the audience. Though
theﬁl wouldn't comment on what
Keillor's news meant to their jobs
after June 13, they said they were
as saddened as anyone who heard
the news.

“I'll be working at least until

June 13,” said Jason Le&;mvm. a a

junior at Macalester College. “I
only work on Saturd:glss. but I'm
going to Costa Rica summer

anﬂvay.“
e manager of the store, who
wouldn't give her name, said Keil-

lor's decision “was his personal ET

thing that won't make much of a
difference for us.”
She added tersely that “other
events draw more of a crowd than
‘Prairie Home Companion' " before
she flipped off the lights and car-
ried her business log out of the

room.

By that time, Borer, the auto-
graph-hunter wearing only a tweed
sportcoat, was jogging up and down

but said later he had
known since Friday that it was

coming.

“It’s a bittersweet feeling. I un-
derstand 100 nt what the man
decided to do, and why he’s doing it,
and I support him. He did his thin
here, it was honest, it was himself,
it became a national phenomenon,
but it’s time to move on. I'm sorry
to see him go, but you know, I can
feel exactly why he’s doing it,” La-
timer said.

The dic:m thel';tl)m ell‘ hthe th:-
ater quickly. Then the
musicians left, and the public rela-
tions people, and most of the tech-
nicians. A persistent TV news crew,
retty reporter with a charming
British accent and a pretty camera-
woman with a quick smile, were
the very last reporters by the back

oor.

d

“SAKHAROV ~ CALLS FOR

OPEN AND DEMOCRATIC SOVI-

SOCIETY,” the news banner on
the Y}:bltc radio buudn;gssaid. “SE-
RIOUS DISCREPANC!
IN WHITE HOUSE TESTIMONY.”

And as the third-to-the-last re-
porter left, waving to the Channel
11 crew, Borer came puffing up the
alley on another hﬁ'

“I don’t know,” he said, with the
first hint of du&ndency. “I'm
starting to think t this maybe
wasn’t the best night to get Mr. K."
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