News
by Hlancestry
https://www.news papers.com/image/572579829

The Spokesman-Review (Spokane, Washington) -

Downloaded on Apr 20, 2021

Sun, Feb 16, 1986 -

Wash,, Sun., Feb. 16, 1986

¢ ’
Hello, love
Gossip from Lake Wobegon: Keillor wants to be left alone

Minnesota because of newsy gossip
abwt his privr.h un

to the
preu lbnnt um Nor is an; e]ne
at Minnesota Public 0, sa;

e

i Kelor n! Faus clogaty
lor aul's
;Iliitl:lturi.ln neighbori e&ntll‘l'

Soon the reason became known.
America's Hnot 4-inch champion
of a down-home, !lmﬂgu-orlmted

of life had fallen d-over-
in love with a onetime class-
mate he apparently hadn't seen in

25 years.

“Hello, love” — Keillor's melli-
fluous welcome to some 2 million
listeners ev:z Saturday evening —
suddenly t

ret Moos was out. Ulla Ska-
e was in. And Garrison Keillor
alld it was nobody’s hnsinen
“1 lﬂlﬂl most of us were puzzled.
n;hl lu a rugful Du.mp
r.he old w
ist friends lnd “Yup, uh-] huh. whlt
do you npe:l"‘ But we really don’t
know the facts,” says Susan Jacox,
a social worker for epin Coun-

," which
ys over 269

e fHome Comy
is broadcast Sat
public radio stations.

1In 1982, Keillor dedicated a book

in, possibly sealed in an earl; Aug-
ust night at the Sheraton Northwest
Hotel in* I, Minn, not far
from the polis hamle!
Keillor's boyhood. The occasion
was a reunion of Anoka High
School, from which Keillor had
beengrldntedin 960.

“l introduced them, I guess™
nyl Clrl Yuung:lum an Anoka

estate agent and boyhood
irlend.ol Keillor's,

Youngquist, a reunion organizer,
had called Keillor weeks earlier,
asking him to emcee the evening.
“Garrison was excited about com-
ing. But I sensed he was not all that
comfortable being emcee.
it was Saturday night and he was
doing his show in Red Wing.”

Keillor arrived at the reunion

ahout 9 P

ime that evening, several
furm:r students were introduced to
the gathering of 162 graduates. One
was Ulla Skaerved, who since high

ty, Minn., and an avid listener of “A began referring

Garrison Keillor and his bride, Ulla

school had married, had a family,
and gotten divorced. Keillor had
the same experlmca “muﬁ:“ a
lovely, very emotional for
aboul nv;;unnm on the :ﬁ fhom-
eign excl e program er
lu riendshi;

mqnlxt 1ls. 2 i
Yo recalls.

Afterward, a small |gr«mp of qui-
et-minded alums rom
the reunion room and its bhrina
music. “I was part of the

. So
was Ulla. So was Garrison. I left bed

about midnight. Garrison was still
3 Colte Ulla was still
there, too,

I think.
The rest is history. Keillor soon
to on ra-

erved were married near Copen-
hagen in December, five months af-
ter her reunion with a comic but
K‘l:lull buhful classmate known

l'Klml is long gone, re-
mﬂy l.e California as a free-
producer (MPR wonl n]y
where). A grandniece says the
lor family has been req
to talk. MPR staffers likewise Iuve
been instructed to avoid comment.
“Garrison was a very private
Foungauist, who & ",fa'"“"{r' with
w a golf wi
the 1qunr crzltnr ‘A Prai-
rie Home Companion™ lhe day be-
fore Keillor was reunited with Ska-
erved. Youngquist adds, "I know
this: It's not Garrison's nature to

hurt anyone.”

Tongues  nonetheless have
'lmbmt ever since.
In , where tongues are
said to wag more wholesomely, if
not loyally, it's unclear whether
Feople are talking more about Keil-
or’s love life or the disclosure of
his hefty salary in the Minneapolis
Star and Tribune.

Assaciated Press

Skaerved, pose with their children. From left: Morten Skaerved, Malene
Skaerved, Garrison Keillor, Ulla Skaerved, Mattias Skaerved and Jason Keillor.

Keillor himself has steadfastly
refused to provide helpful details,
mg&:m:ounml tacked over
the of privacy intrusion in
several radio monol with fan-
tasy anecdotes aboul mmua per-
secution of “Shy

He also created “Coleman,” the
drunken Irish  surveyor, and
“Rick,” the mangy Irish dog, who
“sits around, wn es TV, roots

Nick Coleman, r:m‘t!r
singled out by HPH. lur Iloll

ter breaking news

ture in his column. Cnlemln i.l n!
Irish descent.

“My story cnme ont. after the
Time magazine cover on Garrison
last summer. I had wriuen a (fanta-
J} piece about what folks in Lake

obqun thought about it all. Then

calling me up and
nkglg about Ma ‘rﬁ
Because Mnnl ‘was executive pro-

ducer of Minnesota’s most notable
radio program, Colannn decided lt

news. His ne:
“Gammn Keillnr Il El n;
ried but all \‘he news
from Lake Wobe,
Associates and officials at Min-
nmlll Pllhm ﬁl Kglillur is
privacy.
i Ps very definite that his private
life is not his public life. He wants
to be able to walk down the streets
of St. Paul,” says Cathy de Moll,
head of pmmoﬁm for MPR. “His
reaction was of frustration lnt being
hounded by the press. People n
driving by his Inmle and pzleﬁ:g
mto :he driveway.
g?est Keillor also is
Lrylng tn shield an artfully honed
image as Minnesota's bard of
wholesome living — a noble pursuit
in this land of ;:lpright and moral
b discl

about his salary ($173,000) and the
price of his new home
$310,000), however, combined with
Moos’ departure and his threat to
move from Minnesota, did nothing
to enhance that image.
Among many in this land of sky-
blue waters, living immodestly is a
sin of egregious proportions.
“People around here don't like a
public display of wealth. They're
also hard on people who have
‘made it,’ " observes Kay Sexton, a
Keillor !ﬂend and vice prruidenl of
B. Dalton the bookseller based
Inlllnnﬂw

Modest I.ivinl, along with stoic
love and acute sh , are recur-
ring uumu ln eillor's amusing
lnecdd.u Minnesotans in

a Sund.ml' vians in par-
cnla the revered creator of
Lake Wnbﬁ nn and its simple way
of life could rub elbows with im-
modest living raised eyebrows.

“I was shocked to learn the sala-
ries of Keillor and the station’s

“That kind of money to people in
Lake Wol is a salary that can't

be . His own lperle
domlt reflect the val of Lake
He's on his second wife
nnd ndoned one other gal. He
was in a position to be a role model.
But with details of his nal life
mw so public, I don’t know,” says

Henry.
Back home in Anocka — now a
Minneapolis subu:rb of about 13,500

- and probably thi t Minne-
erally, it Is elt lhnt the
n red socks and kindly voice
has paid a considerable price for
success. Keillor remains a folk hero
whatever his salary or marital in-
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