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Chalk up another addict to Keillorism

By OTIS PIKE 2.9 R
NEWHOUSE NEWS SERVIOEH: D~ 1~ &5 Edit

WASHINGTON — The following is
not a paid commercial.

Some time ago a friend got me hooked
on something. It is not any of the mani-
fold derivatives of the coca plant, or
made from poppies, or even a weed like
cannabis -— but so complete is the addic-
tion that when the craving comes upon
me, absolutely nothing can stand be-
tween me and my fix.

The craving comes upon me every
Saturday between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. EDT.
I am hooked on Keillor, must have my
Keillor, really need that Keillor.

Every Saturday night at six on Na-
tional Public Radio, there is a show called
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Freedom eroded

Charlotte
Editors, The News:

Regarding the new drinking age law:
Since young people are legally curtailed
and no longer considered adults, are they
to be withheld from legal liabilities also?
Are these “children™ now immune from
crime penalties and are they their par-
ents' responsibilities until the age of 21?

May [ stop worrying that none of these
“children” will be allowed to become
war casualties, POWSs or MIAs?

My knowledge has been amended to
include the fact the federal government
(our representatives) can blackmail the
individual states by threat of fund with-
holding (our tax levies) if we don't com-
ply with their commandments.

America. .. wake up... whether this
law affects you personally or not, this is
just another freedom banned . . ..

ARLENE HUNT

“The Prairie Home Companion,” hosted
by a man named Garrison Keillor. He
fibs, he exaggerates, he tells monstrous
lies. He also presents the most fundamen-
tal truths you can get from the media. He
has fictitious sponsors and a fictitious
home town, and broadcasts, usually,
from an allegedly real place called St.
Paul, Minn.

Imagine the best thing that National
Public Radio has to offer coming from St.
Paul, Minn. The show has two real spon-
sors, Cargill, the giant grain merchant,
and the National Endowment for the
Arts. It is one of those rare instances
when the taxpayer's money is marvel-
ously well-spent.

The Prairie Home Companion is a pot-
pourri. It has great quantities of music. It
may have sacred music from any religion
you can think of. It can have gospel or
jazz or country or a mandolin ensemble,
It is a great, glorious national amateur
hour done by professionals and amateurs,
too. Mostly, however, it is Garrison Keil-
lor.

Garrison Keillor writes, and writes
well, but not nearly as well as he talks.
He doesn't speak, he talks — one-on-one,
to whoever is listening.

He talks about his home town of Lake
Wobegon, and can make you laugh and
cry, sometimes both at the same time. It
is hard to find a very sophisticated man
who can spend 10 or 15 fascinating min-
utes talking about mud. The glory of
mud, of letting it slip between your toes,
of channeling rivers with it, and sailing
little boats down it, of all the things you
can do with it. You come to believe that
Minnesota mud must be the slickest in
the land.

When Ted Turner and Jesse Helms
first started making noises about acquir-
ing CBS, Garrison Keillor's Uncle Cargill
called him in one day, told him he'd been
doin' pretty good with his radio show,
and Uncle Cargill had a present for him.
He'd bought him CBS. The Prairie Home

Companion had a couple of happy weeks
talking about how they'd operate CBS
out of a walk-up office in St. Paul.

The Lake Wobegon sponsors of the
show include Powder Milk Biscuits, Raw
Bits (the macho cereal), Ralph's Pretty
Good Grocery (where if you can't find it
you can get along without it), the Chat-
terbox Cafe and a kitty boutique. The
sponsors underwrite monologues which
raise the question of whether Babe Ruth
had been drinking when he visited Lake
Wobegon, and answer the question of
whether fresh sweet corn is better than
sex. It is, but only really fresh corn. Sex
is better than the corn you get in super-
markets.

Mr. Keillor is at his best when he gets
going on religion. While he talks about
all of them without demeaning any of
them, a Minnesota show would have to
be big on the Lutherans, and the tribula-
tions of Pastor Ingqvist with his flock
and the flock with Pastor Ingqvist could
be applied to any parish in the land.

Last week Pastor Ingqvist was ser-
monizing about the troubles of Job,
which was not, said Mr. Keillor, an in-
spired subject for a bunch of farmers
with the present situation down on the
farm. He spoke of how the music in the
church featured a number by those two
great Lutherans, Rodgers and Hammer-
stein.

As my addiction to the Prairie Home
Companion and Garrison Keillor has
grown, [ have run into other furtive little
enclaves of addicts. Don't get in their
way between six and eight on Saturday
nights. The disease seems to be virulent
and highly contagious.

Lake Wobegon isn't real, and Garrison
Keillor lies constantly and is crazy and
anyone who listens to his show is a little
crazy, too. Anyone who doesn't is nuts.
This was not a paid commercial, it is the
only way I could think of to say “Thank
you" to someone who has brightened this
year of my life.
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