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“MY PARENTS held out against
TV until about 1856, I'd guess,” he
said, recalling the influence of ra-
dio on his deve t of the

its dying days. I remember Jack
Benny, Fibber McGee and Molly,
Amos and Andy and Baby Snooks,
all those great old shows.”

Keillor, now 42, grew up in An-
oka, Minn., the son of members of
the Plymouth Brethren, a conserv-
ative, fundamentalist sect. The
family stuck pretty much to ltself,
he said.

“I remember sitting in the dark,
trying to hide so 1 wouldn't be sent
to bed, just so I could listen to the

folks tell stories, the relatives rem-
iniscing  about  their own
childhoods.

KEILLOR'S STORY-telling leg-
acy IS nourished from the same
well of inspiration that fed Mark
Twaln, Will Rogers and James
Thurber. In addition to his 30-min-
ute monologues each week, he also
has written several stories for such

Just not what our audience wants to

‘What the audience does want to
hear is the music of such guests as
folk singer Claudia Schmidt, clari-
netist Willle Humphrey or such
other musicians who are working
in town and Keillor has inveigled
Into appearing on his show, And
there are the regulars — the Buich
Thompsen Trio, Greg Brown and
Peter Ostroushko.

‘There are the wonderfully imag-
Inative commercials for such Lake
‘Wobegon merchants as Bob's
Bank, where you can't get a check
cashed If they don't think the mon-
ey will be spent wisely, Bertha's

BUT MOSTLY listeners tune in
for the reminiscences of life in the
small town that are the highlight of
A Prairie Home Companion and
during which Keillor recalls, with-
out benefit of notes or script,
events of the near and distant past
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ingly funny and end with a gentle
poignancy and moral lesson, how-

ever slight.
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Garrison Kelllor, creator of the popular Prairie Home Com-
show grew naturally out of his childhood of

family stories and radio-listening.

{ly didn't have much contact with
outsiders when he was growing up.
““There are no converts 1o Catholl-
cism in the family,” he said. “One
aunt became a Baptist, and my sis-
ter married a Baptist and became:

one. But that's not moving very far «

away from the original path, 1
guess.
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(tolerance) because it was just
never an issue.
“But you don't have to have a
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