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Garrison Medllor aulographs copies of his book Happy fo be Here Keillor 15 hast of a lve radio
broadcast called A Praine Home Companion.

T. PAUL, Minn. = The
crowis M& ple outside the
Orpheum Theatre in down
town 5t. Paul last Saturday
might huve been hard 1o explain to
Minnesata Public Radia eaecutives
10 years
In 1974
oxecutives
robably woald
ave found it
difficult 1o be
lieve that Gar
rison Keillar's
smalktime -
radio broad
cast, A Prairie
Home Comy
fom, would be-
come the na.  Grrison Keillor
tianal phenomenss that it 1 m 1984
Their disbelief would have muiti-
lied if someone had predicted in
¥74 that 10 years later, Keillor's fol
lnwing -uuhrm:ruu 1o the point
that each sae of the 1,600 seats in
eum Theatre would be
he two-hour brosdeast.
million listemers would
w weekly on 118 radio

stations
But for devotees of A Prairie

Home Companion and all af ity com

ortably ece

the folkb
his show are no su

A Prairie Home
which offe: b

last live radio shows in
today
Each wee

4 p. 15 mi
natan Setics i time: Kelior wad
his musical cobarls appear ons

1o warm up & crowd eager for pews

and anecdotes about Lake Wobegon
the fittle town that time forgot,

that the decades cannot improve,

where all the women are strong,
the men are good-loking. and al
the children are above-average.
en Keillor, who has
described himself as so shy he can
hardly bear ta be Jooked at. offers
philosophical cbservations on Life
during the 15-minute warmup:
know that a lat af peaple are afraid
10 come to & show like this one,” he
said last week. "'l know | am, for

The program el affers geily

humorous manclogues by Keilor,

and bluegra ok o by
of reqular entertainers

group.
regular features are mirnllrnr-d
mﬂ| cnmm!rr ls for such im,
obegon concerns
Bertha's Kitty Boutkque, Bob's
k. The Fearmonger's Shop
("serving a
and Powdermiik Bl
trom whale wheat ra
an bachelor farmers in the rich
Eﬂﬂuml.uﬂl of the Wobegon valley

ditio
Until last Jan. 11, the program
was performed live each week in 5t
Paul's World Theatre, which seats
300 The move to the Drpheum be-
came & necessity when plaster
r..-g.u falling from the ceiling of the
d omto the unsuspecting heads
ﬂl .uumm- members, Cathy de
Mall, director of publie reiations for
Minfesots Public Radio, said

‘A Prairie Home Companion’ grows into a national phenomenon

It was not & healthy situntion,”
she said. “We've torn the plaster
down now s0 (t's wafe, but the the.
ater looks like Beirut. And while it
in safe, people would never be con.

mphzum? an’t proved 1o be
the ideal selting for the shaw

“The problem is that it
100 big, too impersonaf
said. “The -rnq
u(- 're used to,

Jor good radio. So kot .am.u-
a3 & permanent home.

Because ol the Drpheum's unsuita-
hility, Minnesota ic Radio is
aboat to llllllcl its Save the World
drl\‘! whlel L3
ion toward

| money for restoring the
« Tarmer glary come
ie Home

producis. including Powdermilk Bis-
cuits T-shirts and cassetie tapes of
same of Keillar's best stories. One
dallar from each ticket sold also
goes toward the fund. and canisters
that read “Save the World" line the
concession counter at the Orpl

nesots Public Radio members is 34
u ticket; non-members pay §5.
Supporters of the Save the Warld
campaign, prospective audience
members or people wh ‘woud ik
catabogs of A Prairie Home Com-
panion products can direct
1o 4 E. Eighth 5t St Paul,
sl
Betsy Gerbath is an 4 Leader
columnist e’
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