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NPR’s ‘Prairie’: Depression-era comedy

By BARBARA STEWART
| Columbia News Sarvice

name,” he said. “In their pain, shy people see
‘more clearly.”
the end of the show, Keillor will launch

* comforting as a grandmother’s country home, but
 also highly ludicrous — the place where “all the
. women are strong, all the men are good-looking,
. and all the children are above average.”

years ago, he would listen, enthralled, to the fa-
mous network radio shows — to Fibber McGee
and Molly, and George Burns, and the National
Sunset Valley Barn Dance.

He wanted to create a show with the old-time
humor and intimacy. “My loyalty is to radio. I
think ts beauty and possibilities are overlooked.”

The first of A Prairie Home Com-
held in a musty old theater in St. Paul,
attracted an audience of 15. Fewer people sat in
| the seats than performed onstage. But Minneso-
tans soon claimed the show as their own. Listen-
| ing to the weekly broadcast at home, or driving
" into St. Paul to catch it live became a popular
| Saturday evening entertainment.
| Two years ago the show was beamed across the
" country by satellite, and quickly attracted two
* million listeners. Tickets for Keillor's touring per-
 formances are scarce. In Boston, fans lined up at
3am. in the snow to buy tickets for a May show.
They were sold out an hour after the counter

“It always surprises me," Keillor said slowly,
! as if waiting for the words to make their way
\ down from his mind. He is a big, shy man who
! says that he gets up the courage to talk to a the-
| ater full of strangers because “I'm very near-
:Wdlhmﬂtﬂﬁhmmlulhhm!o
I'm not so aware of the audience.”
Each week, in his quiet, soothing voice, Keillor
‘word from the show’s sponsors — from
slogan “Neither a borrawer

get requests
‘Biscuits “in the big blue box with the
picture of the biscuit on the cover,” the ones that
“give shy people the strength to get up and do
mwu“m"numwu
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people who impress me grace,
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Toward
into the manologue that is eagerly awaited by
fans. “Well, it's been a quiet week at Lake Wobe-
gon,” he'll remark, and then tell the story of a
child running breathless to school because some
older boys told him wild dogs were lurking behind
mamawwmm-
tery until he sees would have consequences
far beyond himself — it would cause someone
blocks away to trip and fall the stairs, or a cat to
be run over. ¥

“Garrison’s got a lot of reserve in him,” said
Roy Blount Jr., a friend and fellow humorist
“He's extremely unpushy. But he's very brave

cation.”
“Garrison gets back to basics in a delightful

" he sais. “People aren't looking for the will-
Ty like quiét, wholesome

fuliy bizarre anymore. They
things now.”

ASK YOUR NEIGHBOR
...about the quality of
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