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Minnesota FM radio stations
plan to offer investigative
news reporting, editorials,
live concerts, arts criticism
—and no sports.

Network

swings

to sound of cash

tolsky

Sinll Writer

populated specrum of Minne-

But now Minne Educ
Inc. (MER), has a bettet idea

The probable decision was o sell the mi-
crophones and steal sway in the night

directors decided to glve it the
i

in if the other

The hithert irtunly unheard o petwark did, with 1 ult
s R in Collegeville i tricted 10 special
v in St paul s of Octaher, i deht, hiring a publicity

KOCH I Firgabommias
for_the most exc
WCCO discovere

has plans
ing radio here since
the weather wire

It envisions a n

up 24 hours of

tation net th

development  director, equipment

b HEW money goes for
The KSIN signal
6,000 t0 100,000 watts
bling the station's
reach | les, with possible
 istani g 1080 TN

B Deep features on whys and wherefore here is money to help oquip KSIN's new
studios in Park Square Court. Through
B Live symphonies and pop concert the good offices of ‘m:m.m H M
former chairman of
W Fresh new drama like the good old dra-  an v dey \n Pa’s old-town
ma I MER has a long and
- Lerm in the old B. F. Harris
W Incisive political apinionizin Ruilding and Sibley Av., across

W Criticism of the art
B No sports seare

Outrageous?

But true. Members of the KSJN stall are (numbers refer to drawing al right); 1, Bob Blank, ) ‘
This s considered seed money for the aluologmm.‘pmmo 2, William Kling, president; 3, Paul Gruchow, praducer/
It all started last week when MER pre el Iz Bab Poller, producer/reporier; 5, Mike Shields, enginser; 6, Ariens =
dent and primary instigator WIH\"“\ Powell, ldmlnlllrlh!l assistant; 7, Connie Goldman, producer/reporter. Marvin e 3 o
Kling hrought in more | $430, ey (o othersta-  Granger, news director; 9, Rick Mitz, producer/reporter; 10, Garrison Keillor, pro- 0 -
good-as-gold commitments, a tions for specializing in music (Cincin-  ducer/announcar; 11, Jim McDonnall, news edit o @ (nh
new staffers and a bright new lease on  nati, Ohio) and drama (Madison, Wis.). N
life. gative reporter next Jauary and Yot an 0 ser <
M-r e um\m joined lhf‘ nelwark Mml- 1 F trast e g L
bol: us men f =

Correct that. Acty
hen M

tarted last May
w i

¢
special session on w\w
possible 1 —§50,000
e

from Smith s

The CPR
citing, 1t in
CPB st

other one
twer parl

e KSIN another investi

Staft Photo by Earl Seubert

hlke adio Confinued on page

Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

News:

.mm



Newspapers
by Hlancestry

https://www.newspapers.com/image/185308322

Star Tribune (Minneapolis, Minnesota) - Sun, Jan 9, 1972 - Page 61

Downloaded on May 14, 2021

AN

PUBLIC RADIO: Stations planned
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M A dual station at Southwestern State
College in Marshall and at Worthington
Junior College, which would share a
transmitter at Pipestone.

M A station in Duluth.

M A station in Rochester joined by one at
Luther College in Decorah, lowa.

M A station in Northfield at St. Olaf Col-
lege. MER has discussed a merger with
WCAL at St. Olaf. If negotiations are
completed, the WCAL transmitter might
be moved to Rochester and the Northfield
studios would send signals to St. Paul via
microwave.

These stations are in various stages of ap-
plication and discussion.

Just how the stations will mesh is an
item on a future agenda, although Kling
does not expect the same programing for
all. But there probably will be no lack of
interesting fare.

Besides live Minnesota Orchestra con-
certs (seven this season), more Met Opera
from New York City, full tapings of St.
Paul Chamber events, etc., Kling said
MER might itself sponsor events — con-
temporary musicians, Minnesota poets,
etc. Maybe a late-night program of jazz, a
rare sound on radio around here,

Kling has talked with officials at the
Guthrie Theater and Walker Art Center
regarding coverage of their events.

Besides, original dramas coming out of
WHA at the University of Wisconsin,
Karl Schmidt, director of the CPB-sup-
ported "Earplay" series, hopes to be in
one of KSIN's new sound studios next
month to record with Twin Cities talent.

Other projects under discussion: A mail-
order system sending out cassettes and
books that relate to MER programs; ex-
pansion of MER's monthly ''Preview" list-
ing booklet into a full magazine with rele-
vant articles; a "cadaver' system similar
to KTCA-TV's educational project that
sends programs of special interest to au-
tomatic taping devices in subscribing
schools in the late-late night.

These projects would seem harmless
enough, but now we come to news and
public affairs and the implicit difficulties
of investigative projects and reporting in
depth, especially In an election year, and
more especially in an operation that the

public is asked to support through contri-
butions.

News Director Marvin Grainger will meet

Monday with his four new reporters to
make plans on coverage. He has three
hours a day to fill — 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
and 6:30 to 8 p.m. — and changes will
"evolve," he said.

His basic concept seems to be "'reporting
on the American culture — what's foing
on and people's values and roots and why
they feel and why they do what they do."

Specialties may "'evolve" among the staff,
Editorials — Grainger prefers ‘'comment
and analysis"—will evolve, too, 'but how
and who will be determined."

Will these be critical? "I believe in the
right of a reporter to make comments if
he has put his being into reporting those
events: My only concern is if it is well
done."

Grainger voices a constant complaint
against radio: "I'm tired of being told

what is important in a capsule form." d

As a possible protective device, Kling has
talked with "a number of people" about
setting up a review board for MER's news
operation. He suggested that it would
look at 'objectivity,' then rejected the
word in favor of ""fairness."

Another major part of the project—de-
spite the figures above—is fund raising,
possibly auctions, marathons, pledge
nights and other forms of inspiring con-
tributions.

Kling, a St. John's economics graduate,
and later assistant director of radio activ-
ities at CPB in Washington, D.C., has
nursed the network since its timid infan-
cy at Collegeville. He suffered through
the debt years and could understandably
be excused for breaking into conversa-
tions about the new windfalls,

He explained at one point that the on-go-
ing core operation must be supported by
listeners. Regular memberships amount
to an annual $18, or $9 for students and
$12 for retired persons.

MER counts about 2,500 members but—
Kling interjects with appropriate research
—national averages indicate it should be
13,000

He attributes this indifference to "alack
of visibility and promotional activity."
Which is why a young development ex-
pert named Robert Blank joined the staff
Tuesday.

"You know," Kling said at another point,
"we're not loaded. People will think
we've got all the money we need. All this
money will do is give us a second
chance."
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