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Democratic Sen. Al Franken of Minnesota arrives Wednesday for a hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, he faced anather aliegation of sexual impropriety.

It’s time for Franken to go,
but hold off on Keillor

That was my one-word message
Thursday morning o a conservative
reader with whom I've been sparring
via email over whether or not liberal
Democratic Sen. Al Franken of Minne-
sota shmlid Te:

My

ly initial position — that the allega-
tion of m.m sexual i |mpm|ﬂmn aginst
Franken was isolazed and might
been a one-off lapse in judgment —
had already eroded. Several other
wornen had come forward or anony
mously related accounts of Franken
groping them inappropriately while
posing for photographs, but then came
news Thursday momning that St
anie Kemplin, n 41-year-old US, Army
veteran, was secusing Franken of
cupping her breast for up to 10 sec-
onds during a photo shoot in 2003,
True, the number and nature of
these assaults still pale next to the
.uhgnnous«gmsl Prt‘snium Donald

M MOME/AP 205

Minnesota Fublic Radio severed ties with Garrisen Keillor on Wednesday.

[l him. [ like his politics. [ like
Tlike his wit. Butit's

boti e Demacratr vt Byt
claim any high ground on this issue in
the upcoming special LS, Senate
election in Alabama in which the
Republicans are running alleged
ephcbophile Roy Moare, they ought to
exercise independent moral judgment

arty and the

time. For the good of hi
sake of his allies, it's
But whenit comes to Garrison

ments on social media and e\a-when',

more damning details to come is that
in other statements Wednesday, Keﬂ
Iurs:ud he wanted to “respect the
af the two employees wi
i the allegations.” when
MPR said |he|~j wis cn]voﬂc—vm

any interest in arguing o s

TFxcuse me, but being 75 i xsagn\.\.
reasan to argue to restore your honor,
At 75 you know as well as you ever
have that the most important thing
you can leave behind when you dieisa
good name, and that far s and
riches pale next to an excellent reputa
tion.

Arguing to defend yourself against
false ar overblown allegations is al-
ways important, but it’s particularly
important in the twilight oflife when
the opportunities to da so or to other.
wise restare your legacy i

Sois Keillor a handsy letch whose
predations demand his professional
erasure and banishment, similar to the
punishment meted out to other fa-
mous men in the hst two months?

Oris he the folksy, awleward, seri-
iy ot angts st Herirs
seemed tobe who has become the
victim of a ghastly misunderstan,
atatime of heightened awareness o

itwasalla

sexual

ey el
he said, “I meant to pat her back after

real
considered to be abuse-enabiing not to
h and

hand

issue

!mnwmg revulsion at

Keillor, Franken’s fellow
I'm still reserving judgmen
Minncsota Public K.ndm=nnl:d
ties with the noted humorist sm.‘l'llr

and demand Fi
His effectiveness a< asenator and
fundraiser have been sharply limited,
and his prospects for re-election in
2020, when he will turn 68, are bleak.
Further, since Minnesota's Democratic
governor is o
cies inthe US. Senate, the partisan
hﬂ-m:\‘ in the Senate will stay the
1e if Franken steps down.

She re-

even thy first allegntions. But

tions of his s e be-
havier with an individual who worked
with him.” They didu't elaborate and
his alleged victi ‘not amplify

Ty Thursdey, The Washingon Post
said it was drapping Keillor's occa-
sional column, which the Tribune also
pubhshes

, in a series of peculiar state-

MPR not only to sever its 48-year
relationship with Keillor but also to
change the name of %A Prairic Home
Companion,” the weekly program he
‘made famous but retired from last
year?
That does seem unlikely.
¢ to my sense that there are

this anc juror ameng tens of millions
sitting in the court of public opinion
would, once again, like sce mare cvi-
dence before reaching a verdict.

‘So Tl close with my one-word
message for those who have already
consigned Keillor to the cultural trash
h
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