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Humorist let go over
‘inappropriate behavior’

Keillor denies any
wrongdoing after
Minn. radio’s ouster

By ABBY OHLHEISER,
DAN ZAK AND MARC
FISHER

The Washington Post

Garrison Keillor, one of
the nations most law
humorists, was fired
Wednesday by Minnesota
Public Radio over allega-
tions of “inappropriste be-
havior™ that occurred while
he was in chorge of A
Prairie Home (..umpnmatu_
his long-running wvaricty
show heard nationwide by
millions every week.

Keillor, 75, who retired

show Last year and
did not respond to a request

for comment, denied any
; Jesmiihed

to think sbout it We were
friends, We continued to be
friendly right up until her
lawryer called”

Minnesots Public Radio
did pot confirm whether
the allegation was why he
was fired and declined to
give additional details on
the accusation in question,
including whether it was
seaual in nature, The news
broke howrs afrer another
enduring broadcaster, “To-
day” show host Matt Laver,
wis fired by NBC for “inap-
propriate sexual behavdior™

“Minnesotn Public Radios
is termineting its contracts
with Garrison Keillor and
his private media compa-
nies after recently ]Eanluq;
of allegations of his inap-

iate behavior with an
individual who worked
with him” said Angie An-

dresen ions di-

d but
what he believed to be the
allegation against him in an
email to the Minneapolis
Star-Tribune.

“T put my hand on a
womens bare back” he
wrote. “I meant to pat her
hback after she told me about
her unhappiness and her
shirt was open and my hand
went up it about six inches,
She recoiled. T apologized. T
seit her an email of apology
later and she replied that
she had forgiven me and not

rector for the station.
Heillor spent his career
creating and tending a fie-
tional place called Lake
‘Wobcgon, “the little town
that time forgot and the
decades eannot improve”
His radio show, “A Prairie
Home Companion,”
launched in 1974, stitched
together old-timey ji
for fictional brands of bis-
cuiits and acoiistic perform-
ances by guest musicians
But the heart of the show

was Keillor's storytelling —

a slow, artfully mn:ﬁu\g

monclogue about a stoic
d community,

By the 1990s, Keillor had
won 4 Peabody, and the
show was one of public
radic’s biggest cash cows —
as popular &5 public-radio
jugmernants “Car Talk™ and
“Marketplace.”,

Keillor was shy, wry and
unreadable in many ways,
but his grave persona cre-
ated an American enter-
prise as familier and cozy as
ahearth.

His program, despite its
sense of place, was a
show, with a tractor-trailer
full of sets and props and a
traveling crew of stage-
hands, producers and per-
formers who spent long
hours together in college
auditoriums, civic centers
and hozel rooms.

Keillor has been married
Bwe times, twice to people
who had worked with him
on the show, But three
longtime members of the
show’s staff, who asked not
o be named, said that Keil-
lor's shrinking dememnar
and social awlwardness
were a far more powerful
part of his personality than
any forwardness around
wcmen

screams “fa-
ﬂu*rly, om- fermale seaffer

said. “He was awkward and
fascinating and lovely”

Dnthnngmai Keillor kept
mainly to himself, holed up
in his hotel room to write
his weekly monologue.
Writers would join him to
work over materdal, but
those encounters were
often stilted and quict, the
co-workers seid.

In 1994, Keillor ad-
dressed the National Press
Club and defended Rill
Clinton against a battery of
accusations, calling him a
“soulful man* who “got
himself elected without
scaring people” Keillor
warned that society should
try “not to make the world

so fine and good that you
and I can' Lon’w fivingin i 1t
He added in

baritone: “.-\.worlni in wh:ch
there is no sexual harnss-
ment at all is a world in
which there will not be any
flirtation. A world without
thieves at all will not have
cntrepreneurs”  Twenty-

havior that has fellndr:l -
cians, TV anchors and Hol-
bywood heavies — a viewer
ia left to wonder: Was Heil-
lor being straight, or satiri-
cal?

In 1908 Keillor wrote
"Wobegon Boy”™ a novel
about a radio host who is

FEFF MARNEN/ A
Minnescta Public Radio did not give additional details Wednesday about the firing of
hurncorist Garrison Keillor, whao retired last year from "4 Prairie Home Companion.”

wrongly accused of sexual
harassment and fired by his
station.

In his email to the Sar-
Tribune, Keillor shared
aother thoughts. “If T had a
dollar for every woman who
ashed to take a selfie with
me and who slipped an arm
around me and let it drift
down below the beltline, I'd
have ot least a hundred
dn]Js:s," he wrote. “So thisis
poetic irony of a high order.
But I'm just fine™

Keillor said he docsm't
“have any interest in argu-
ing about this”™

Associated Press contrib-
uted.
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