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“I'm going to
rediscover lunch ...

[and] weekends.”
Garrison Keillor

By VINCE TUSS
vtuss@startribune.com

“A Prairie Home Companion” host
Garrison Keillor doesn’t step down
until July, but he already is looking
ahead to retirement.

Keillor was interviewed by fel-
low Minnesotan Poppy Harlow on
CNN's “Newsroom Weekend.” The
segment, posted online Saturday,
included exchanges while the two
sat on stage and walked around New
York City along with highlights of
Keillor’s performances.

Asked what his “chapter No. 2”

Keillor looks ahead to quiet retirement

will be, Keillor responded: “T'll sit at
home and type. ... I'm going to redis-
cover lunch. I'm going to rediscover
weekends.”

Inlooking backat his 40-plus years
of the radio show, Keillor summed it
up this way. “Lake Wobegon is kind of
astageimpersonation of what my peo-
ple did naturally. But you know, they
kept repeating the same stories over
and over again, and I can’t do that.”

Other highlights of Keillor’s inter-
view:

What was he most proud of in his
career? “Persistence. Persistence.

See KEILLOR on A9»
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JERRY HOLT - jerry holt@startribune com
Garrison Keillor, at the Janet Wallace Fine Arts Center at Mac-
alester College, joked that his calling was to be a bus driver.

< KEILLOR from A7
That's the key.”

Butwas it the career he was
meant for? “My real calling
was to be a bus driver.”

His most proud profes-
sional experience? “I think
meeting Chet Atkins,” whom
he called “the king of the gui-
tar” It was “the first compli-
ment that really struck home
for me,” Keillor added.

Reacting to his brother’s
assessment, reported by Time
magazine, that Keillor wasn't
much of a performer when
young, Keillor said: “Tamnota
performer. I never, never was,
never could be”

Reacting to being called
“the shock jock of whole-
someness” by Slate, Keillor
hummed and said, “I don't

Keillor looks ahead to his quiet retirement

know what that means.”

Reacting to comparisons
of his storytelling to Mark
Twain's: “Well, he wrote ‘Huck-
leberry Finn,' you know, and I
didn't. There's one difference.”

Pressed further by Harlow
if he aspired to be like Twain,
Keillor said, “Well, Iaspired to
be a novelist. And, so, I went
down that road and thenIgot
sidetracked on to radio.”

Asked how he measures
success, Keillor said: “Success
is whenyouget up early in the
morning and you feel ambi-
tious, and you go and you sit
down at your computer with
a cup of coffee and you're still
in your pajamas and there is
something you urgently want
to do. And that's, that's the
good life. Work.”
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