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PUBLIC RADIO

An enduring companion

Amid talk of adding fresh
faces to the mix, A Prairie
Home’s’ longtime host
Garrison Keillor shows it’s
still a prime time for him.

By JAMEsS RAINEY

Not a single public opinion
survey would have hinted at it in
the mid-1970s, but it turns out
that stories about Norwegian
bachelor farmers, mock ads for
the American Duct Tape Council
and musieal sets mashing to-
gether bluegrass and bossa nova
have a bit of staying power.

‘Writer and radio host Garri-
son Keillor has proved, once
again, that people don't know
what they want until you give it to
them. He has serenaded public
radio audiences with his vaguely
plaintive, bemused voice and id-
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TURNING 70 “will be a re-
lief,” says Garrison Keillor.

iosyneratic variety show since
Gerald Ford sat in the White
House,

When Keillor and the cast of“A
Prairie Home Companion” re-
turn to the Hollywood Bowl on
Friday night, it will be with a com-
mitment to keep the indomitable
act going, albeit with the recogni-
tion that the time for changing
ringleaders might not be that far
down the turnpike.

“We are a variety show, an ab-
solute variety show,” Keillor said.
“There are none on television or
anywhere else on radio. On a
good night on our show, opera
can meet jazz can meet bluegrass
can meet comedy can meet sto-
ries. I just think it's a natural for
radio.” A few moments later he
acknowledged he has been think-
ing that “for the good of publie ra-
dio I cught to get this ship pre-
pared to sail on” with someone
else at the helm.

The fate of public radio’s most
venerable personalitiesbecamea
hot topie in recent weeks, with
the announcement that original
episodes of “Car Talk” would end
this fall. Most NPR member sta-
tions are expected to leave reruns
of car repair yucksters Tom and
Ray Magliozzi in their prime Sat-
urday-morning slot.

But Ira Glass, the popular
host of “This American Life," cre-
ated a stir when he suggested

[See Keillor, DI]
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