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SUPPLIED: A PRARIE HOME COUPANON

Tom Keith was for more than 30 years a one-man band, 200 and noisemakier on Garrison Kelllors popular radio mmAmmHmummplmm
The

TOM KEITH (1946 -

man and performer, known for his trademark sweater vest and bow tie, died Oct. 30 at the age of 64.

2011)

[Lake Wobegon's wizard
with sound effects

His métier included galloping hoofs, explosions and almost any animal call

EMILY LANGER
Washington Post

om Keith, 64, the virtuoso sound-
effects man who for more than 30
years was a one- man band, zoo and

clopped in a container of gravel. By rubbing
aballoon, he the sound of a ship’s

Keith followed Keillor to A Prairie Home
Companion, first as an engineer and then,

pmgmm.AhmermeOmpmm,ddem
30 on the way to a hospital in his hometown
of St. Paul, Minn.

The cause of death was cardiac arrest, said
his twin sister, Terry Green.

Keith was a constant creative presence on
the Saturday variety show, which first aired
in 1974 and is distributed by American Public
Media on 600 radio stations.

For the four million weekly listeners who
tune in to hear about the news from Lake

groaning in the L beginning in 1976, as a sound-effects man.
Hewas “aconnoisseur of Styrofoam,” he once Hulsomokwnﬁm-nl(eﬂhrasawhos(of
said, | i aposition about
tons mnderhesmmdnfbreahgwwd Eyeambeﬁmmppmgduwnmm,
ills,  Keith continued to perform with A Prairie
explosions and almost any animal call. Home Companion until his death. Live audi-
Inone celebrated bit, he explored the imper- mma{theFuzgun]dTheamh\zwhm
ceptible sweater vest,
by caribou, elk, wapiti and other antlered i his
neck by their laces. They eould be used fora

Themmsouanuml couldn’t “do.”
“Ican’t do elephants,” he told a North Caro-
hnan:wsfnpermlm “Ijust don’t have the

qni;l‘é[u'olloraquxkgaﬂwuy—wh#m

‘Thomas Alan Keith was born Dec. 21, 1946,
in St. Paul, one of four children. Their father,

Wobegon, the travels of the
cowboys Dusty and Lefty and the misadven~
tures of the hapless detective Guy Noir, Keith
was not a technician but a comedian in his
own right.

A former sound engineer, he received little
training inacting but had an innate talent for
mimicry.

He was able to produce almost any sound
requested by Keillor, who writes the scri
almost entirely on his own, usually the day
before the live recording, cast member Sue
Scott said.

Fred Newman, the sound-effects man who
performs with the travelling cast, said in an
interview that Keith was an old-school radio
talent who played Ius table of sound-effects
props “like a piano.”

Keith made many of his tools himself. He dis-
covered that bending a box of commeal mim-
icked the sound of footsteps in fresh snow. The
galloping hoofs of Dusty’s and Lefty’s horses
were actually coconut half-shells that Keith

Kenllomlmnststumped him with another amanageranhﬂMomn ,hx{a"John-
request: onice.  ny Car ick sense of humour,” Keith's
“On i kon theiceout-  sister said, and regularly performed on local

side my aj t,” Keith told the San Diego
Union-Tribune in 1987. “I just kept whistling
and humming to try to simulate the sound.
And fortunately the guy was stuck for a long
time, and I'was able to keep working on itun-
til 1 gotit. ... Then I went down and helped
him.”

Keith owed his career in part to the harsh
M.lnnmummmzrs In the early 1970s, hewas
asound engineer on Minnesota Public Radio’s
Morning Shﬂw which Keillor hosted. When
bad weather dday:d Keillor's arrival at the
studio, Keith filled the airwith music.

‘The two men bonded over the crack-of-dawn
recording sessions, Keith's sister recalled, and
Keillor invited Keith to join the show asanon-
metﬂx f the pouls

voice of the poultry-raising
Poole brothers, Ed Jim and Jim Ed (one spe-
uahzedmmostﬂs, the otherin attack chick-
ens, according to the magazine Minnesota
Monthly)

Although Keith grew up in a home full of
play- acung andjnke (ellmﬁJs e was shy and
was never the clas: sister said.

Keith's service in lhe Marines, from 1965
t0 1969, would later help him “do a fine drill
instructor” voice, Keillor noted in a statement
on the Prairie Home Companion website after
Keith's death.

After his military service, Keith graduated
from the University of Minnesota, where he
majored in speech and broadcasti

nored in theatre, according to a prof eby(hr |

Kansas City Star.

Survivors include his wife of 11 years, Ri Wei
Liu-Keith of Woodbury, Minn.; his sister; and
two brothers.

Keith once told a reporter that he would
never walk around listening ID mI.LSlC with
headphones, as so many people

“Ihearso much wonderful sm!f evarywbel:
1go,” he said.
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