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Keillor, cast build fabled town skit by skit

Frantic pace
goes unti
show starts

By DEBORAH HASTINGS

ST. PAUL, Minn, - Dur
Ing rehearsal, the boss e
anders buckstago, singing
to himself, He doesn't 50
misch wandor as ho circles
Tike an approaching jot.
‘When ho doscends from
on high s anybody’s guess.
Ho'w alvo tho air fraffc
troller
1% alsa his afrport.
Tho boss is Garrison
Kelllox, the omnlpotent
and sometimes GblIvi
‘ouy creator of "A Praicie
Foma Companion,’
public radio show
by 4 milljon fap
cant live from Minnesota’s
mythical Lake Wobegon
Tomito Norwe
bachelor farmers, strong
‘women, gooctiooking men
and abovo avorage chil

dren

“Tiis s ot the gentle
narFator you hear on the
alr - fhat witty, sensitive
observer of triviality and
tribulations. This is &

won't be broadeas!

taged only for the

‘program’s worshi
hometown audience, and

rehearsal for Saturday’s
regular show, which will
e brosdcast coast to-<oast
on more than 580 stations
and later aired ll\ Europe.

At2pm. Fri

nighamasical lieap i

AP oot
Garrison Keillor,
above, righe.
and Prudence

Delicacies get
large roles
in production

By DEBORAH HASTINGS

in “A Prairio Home Corn
panion.” Midwostarn food
and faod products provide
Bot just sustenance and

ey avan navo thls
own eatchy theme songs.
“The staples of 1o in

Mythical aponsor o

the udio show: “Heavens

the strength they need to
by do wil o
o be done.

front, or mndy |
brown bag with
stains that indicate fresh

ness.

‘The attendant song,
tartod wih Inatrumintal
solog by mmheu

complicaed and doinched 1IR3l .

3 o,
fn"if“&“;‘“m \"“m“"’ﬂ“ “Devoted to You," the workson the  Powdermilk” Has your
ok oy ooy Dotier st script durioga  family tried ‘em, Powler-

{ghly protessional staff m ,s F,ﬁk ’5;,’,';! b L milk?”
stays right in step. Y hiin ‘m Bebopareebop rhubarb
Diich thescriptr No  LoTINE Tou. " made meme: pie - During the program
problem. Get the mayor af w o s sl offered as the
International Falls, Minn,, -reod Fender's aouniry antidote for all calamities
om the phone and pat i e Next shortof nuelear annihila-
m‘f’;‘“&mfﬁw Kolllor and bandleader o Aug 7, has never cared  belleves,is rewiting Basie band. "W e e
pirin et Rich Dworsky—ashort,  much about his appear- He doss tha latter during together very fast. There's umm“m,m ety
il smmntend babtite, belitingman ce. rehearsals, nota Bve i
irbecause helscut short_ whocaniovin eryone just KInd of G965 potecy o, i

st any song o the o

-uongmnhsnnl him space. Healways hasa “&m,m@gwa
of his head - are working the comedy

droppin
m‘nms:hnmhm Likewise for vision, and he knows what

sl and that is a piece of
in the middle of a : . e rhubarb pio. Serve
lwa\mmﬂu!l’ oo betriza, Guy's All-Star Shoe Band.  footd, gangly hnzihang ‘The performers learned nice and hot. Maybe things
as they say in Minnesota F1p hadmigf Stimec” B S ol 01 et Mgy | Son b vV - aren'tas bad you thought.
b nnlrsundi\m u.m G “This ishis show 's little baby loves
Albert  pyubarh, rhubarb. Bebopa-
| minking '\w-mh » - Raymor. Feboprhubarb i
reverad for whathe ison  “UpLain b o Viorts: h Jacet Jackson and B Liks Catchup Advisory
nights: tender Keillor, who turned 65 tant to him. Writing. he played with the Count ‘Wobegon. He books the Board show went
tellerof talea from a town ———— cutcblowmplpSy sofarastocopyrightthe
that does not exist; impre- ‘where from a third toa ‘name of this reeurring
r..nm.ngmmium TimRusell  half of the season’s 3 - sk, aher deciding (o use
house band and trouj
rehesrse 3 all arrangements for the  the condiment instead of
byl e e or
oot i Lne poebry  Comsmbou | deidiebebveisino
& ; cians entertain asoldout - [1gach apisods, hus-
bl SPAPrie luvury liner braweek. o and whdim and
1 years appears purel G : Then there's his real rience some cri:
practical, It s impossible o paon e¢ 1 KESDIng the show 601 yi f spirit o fnance or
10 sing evory son, play eyl TR despHemOTDh:  Soupleiom, The stion”
More Ilh’:hll
o iy e olaie  perine on. o Rich Dyor.
simultaneously, anyway: ] AL pm. Webster silll w-lnullh!.llnll- "Lifo
1 Hactt, by mightfumt where all the  does'Lhave ascriptfor s lowing, 1ike ketchup on
i chidrenare  tonight’s performance. He  (sach rendition features a
Hq started hiring writ never really gets a final weind and unlikely simile:
s 0ot 100 long ago, but SpparpE p oL socks greon
virtually the sntire two- S beans, to name a few),
grnm still s

hous

outof his head. Which is
ith bonuty or {13 concoit,
doponding on one's view.

point.
But for nov, take & mo.

lights bask the old, re-
furbished auditorium in
hurn The 996
seuts arm
llmnl! Onstage, (hu ml
crew aro ro

T‘llil I the wlll«llh\d
and often magical machine
that produees “A Prairio
‘Home Compunion.*

]

oy Mot S
v M Formal Wb

I-or Your Next
Formal Event,
Arrive in style

From Love's
of course!

Pediatric

Geperal Hospral

Boice:Wills Clinic Physicians and Staff
are pleased to announce the association of

Lisa Bellofiore-Plonski,

D Bellotior-Plonski will begin seeing patcats i Scptember 007 and
will b Jocated o1 the Bowe- Wil Clinic Pedinenc.

Ofice behind Nash.

Dx Bellofiorr - Plonskt secerved ber mediend degree fom the Universiog,
of Vermont College of Medicine ad completed her interaabip and
renslency trauin i the specialy of rdatrics 9 the UMDINJ Robert
Winoh Johraon Medical School in New Brmsmic k. New Jerey
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satd, “Todd is golng to do

PRAIRIE TR o 4

folksy sound audience, and you're going
From Page 4D of every to play” :

. Dworsky nods.

one, just a successlon of Srncces of & Schwartzberg looks ter:
marked-up pages as the Praicie Home rified. He has to borrow a

day wears on. Webster gets
each version to actors Sue
Scott, Tim Russell and
sound-effects guy Tom
Keith

“Alot of it's off the top

Like most of the cast,
he lives nearby (Drummer
Arnie Kinsella, a wry and
tiny man barely visible
behind his high-hat cym-
bals, commutes from New
York's Staten Island.)

""We all come here every
weekend to do a really fun
Job,” Webster said.

Where else could a
group of actors and musi-
cians put on a radio show
featuring renowned guests
like: actress Meryl Streep,
author Calvin Trillin,
musician Bonnie Raitt,
vomedy bits, gospel songs,
audience sing-alongs and
poetry readings?

At 3:45 pm_ Keillor is
having second thoughts.

“I'm going to scratch
“Teardrop,”™ he said. “It's
gone."

He debates bandleader
Drworsky about whether
he’s singing the right
notes.

“"How do Tknow that
you're right and I'm
wrong?™” Keillor asks,

Dworsky hands him the
score.

““Oh, the sheet music,”
Heillor drawls.

The actors’ call is for
4:30 p.m.. but Scott is stuck
in & traffic jam. Russell
and Keith wait downstairs
in the green room.

At 5 pm. Kelllor an-
nounces: “I'm thinking of

are rehearsing. Show time
18 in 90 minutes,

To his sound-effects ta-
ble, Kejth has added shoes
(he buys very old pairs
at thrift shops becanse
they have harder soles
and make more noise)
and three pieces of black
fabric.

There also are miniature
doors with metal knobs,,

a dead bolt lock, a rotary
dial telephone (to get that
old.fashioned, metallic brr-
iinn-gg) and a box of small
stones (in which he will
walk his palms to simulate
footsteps on a gravel road)

For the next 30 min-
utes or 8o, the actors run
through other bits, in-
cluding a scene from Cafe
Boeuf, where the patron-
izing waiter speaks in bad
puns and French-accented
gibberish (it said so in

restoring the script:
‘Teardrop,™ “French
he said. Gibberish™).
“Try it." “What wine

The band goes with
obliges. zee pea-nuht

“If he buhterr and
biings you Jellie sand-
happiness, weech? Why
then 1 wish zee pea-nuhi
you both the TEW-ArTT,
best,” sings but of
frequent course. Heh
musi- heh "
cal guest Keillor
Prudence listens with
Johnson. a faraway

No, Kell- look. His
lor decides ’ mouth hard-
afterafew  Finnish and Norwegian ens intoa

% fiddlers perform ‘Polka perfecily

“That's Internationale’ on a recent  shaped, up
it,” he said.  edition of ‘A Prairie Home  side-down
‘It'sgone.”  Companion. U This

On to happens
“Loving You,” whose lyr- when he's not crazy about
ics Keillor has rewritten. the way his lines are being
Now it's an ode to erupting  read.
children. He rhymes diar- Eelllor has written his
rhea with bad tortillas. monologue, but he rarely

At 6:30 pn., the actors

lets anyone see it. It's all in

his head

Ten minutes to show
time; the house is full

In his tiny dressing
room, Keillor changes into
a white shirt and black
pants. Then he paces, fid
dling with the knot of his
red tie, which matches his
red socks and his red shoes

the uniform of every
show.

He strides across the
hardwood floor to center
stage and turns to face the
Shoe band.

He lifts his arms and
nods to Dworsky at the
pigno, who plunks out the
well-known notes that be-
gin the show's theme song.

*0h, hear that old pia-
no,” sings Kelllor, “from
down the avenue .~

The audience claps and
whistles.

Curtain up.

-
The show goes off with

nary a hiteh, but there
wers last-minute changes

Friday’s audience couldn't

After dying twice, "Tear
gain

Kelllor’s monolegue

- which included tornado

sirens, ple baking and a

bird - ended abruptly, for

reasons only he knew

‘That’s fun,” Webster

whispeted into his head-

set. "He's cut it short by

minutés,”

il 50, in the cold light
rd -

gin anew for tonight's
broadeast, here's the gues
tion: How much of the
show has Kelllor changed
overnight?

A lot, It turns out. And
he's still at it

He's rewritten the skits,
And then there’s the mat-
ter of the music therapist
No one has seen him, and
Keillor has invited him to
perform during the broad-
cast.

By 2 pm., Scott and Rus-

sell are reading through
revisions. Keillor scolds
them for agl-libhing

it
70t Annual

Companion’ is
a mix of old-
fashioned vocal
effects and
mademn sound
engineering.
Sam Hudson
controls the
audio for a
Saturday night
production that
Is broadeast
nationwide.

“Writers don't like to see
actors invent dialogue,” he
said,

"Well, alrighty then, ™
sald a grinning Scott, the
only female actor. She is
the voice of gun molls and
sultry, breathless bimbos
(“Guy Nolr, Private Eye")
and no-nonsense cowgirls
(" Lives of the Cowboys,"
starring herders Dusty
and Lefty).

At 315 p.m. a nervous-
lowking man in glasses
approaches the stage
MANIRET
u're the music thera-
Webster asked
“Yop”

*“You have any idea what
you're supposed to do™

“Nota clue."

Eeillor has reappeared,
‘Webster presents Todd
Schwartzberg of the
MePhail Center for Music
in Minneapolis.

Like alamb to slaugh-
ter, Schwartzberg trails
Kelllor across the stage
tomeet Dworsky. By way
of introduction, the boss

guitar from the hand
*In the key of G,
Schwartzberg begins, “1
play this song a lot with
kids. It goes ‘T'm In the

hey how about yo

The therapist explains
that during this number,
the 2 oo will clap,
then shake their hands
above their heads and then
turn in a circle. A thera-
peutic hokey pokey, as it
WeTe.

Keillor doesn't spaak.
He's wearing that frown he
gets when he doesn’t like
something.

Twenty minutes to show
time.

Keillor stands in the
wings, his monologue its
usual mystery.

But it never caases to
produce the same reversnt
response: Silence descends
when he plops on a stool,
bends into the micro-
phone and weaves dnother
intimate dispatch from the
placid shores of & com-
munity se small you never
need to use your turn
signal, because everyone
knows where you're going.

On the counter of his
dressing room rests a
ragged, halfsheet of paper.
He has scrawled “Nearer,
My God, to Thee" - the
hymn reportedly sung by
those sinking with the
Titanic.

Metaphor or musical
selection?

The music theraplst is
staring stralght ahead like
a man about to be hanged.

“The house lights dim

In the dark, Dworsky
begins to play

“Oh, hear that old pl-

a
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