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on Minnesota
Public Radio
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His “News
From Lake
Wobegon™
monologue is
the heart of
the show.
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Script isn’t necessary
for Garrison Keillor

Radio host delivers ‘Prairie Home Companion’ for 30 years

By David Carr

News York Times
NEW YORK: le: the se&om:&mrofthe
Adore, a cozy little coffee shop just be-
low Union Square, a large man was
snugged into a corner. He appeared
every inch the writer, with a clutch of
papers, a steaming cup of cafe au lait and

‘Thost, mixing self-effacement and an in-
cmsmgly musical bass (“1 just like to
harmony with younger women”) to
a show that swings though all sorts
of musical and
the kind of radio drama that died every-
where else 50 years ago.
“It! sk.eegmg sometthﬁ alive thm o(h~

er

alook o ion benea
bushy eyebrows, even though he was just
staring at the menu.

Garrison Keillor, 62, is an accom-

plished writer, A former staff member at

the New Yorker and author of several
novels, he takes his role as a writer very
seriously.

But he has this side job, as rin; ter
of A Prairie Home Comp-mmn, alive ra-

that is the ldm of live varie enlertam
ment on the radio. But it's the sepa-
rate parts of it, I think. Same of the dra-
matic sketches, the cowboys and Guy
Noir, keep alive a certain kind of comedy
on radio that otherwise tdlsap ear,
And so we're keeping our finger in

page for other younger, finer, handsomer
pm&]e to come al and discover and
‘mal y good out of it.”

dioshow he ft
lic Radio 30 years ago, and at its very
center is a monologue, “The News From
Lake Wobegon,” that he makes up each
week on the fly. There is never a written
script.

Keillor left the radio show in Minne-
sota in 1987, moved abroad, then settled
back in New York, where he still has an
apartment. He was sincere in his effort to
leave A Prairie Home Companion, but
quickly found he missed the weekly
grmd of building a show from scratch.

“I knew almost right away,” he said.
“Thad the idea that T had re: y made a
bonehead move - one of the great bone-
head moves of my life.. . .But I man-
aged to find my way back.”

Keillor now lives in St. Paul, where he
is married to a Minnesotan, ernny Lind
Nilsson, and 33 weeks out of the year, he
spends the week coming up with a live
radio show.

Four million people tuue in each

Keillor is a version of the American
personality who ends up stapled to some-
thing bigger than he is. “[nt\?nebegm
nu§ , your career is all about you,” he

“You crave awards and recognition.
But then you come to realize that ynu
played some small part in bringi
people. Small people went ms pto d:e
sound of your voice, riding their cars
with their parents. They looked forward
to the monologue because when it began,
tEzérenls smpped arguing and turned

A.nd indeed there is something about
that monologue - his voice is an amazin;
instrument, powerful enough for him to
step up to the microphone and sim; ly
wing it, knowing o ythahtwlllawﬂys
end the same way: “That's the news from
gke Wa‘}l on, where gaclnlogllel wglmEn a:;

Tong, men are 10O] an
all r)lnlgchﬂdren are above average. e

Keillor, wha s not prone to braggi

(heisa er all), is con-

week for A Prairie Hom
show that in addition to lts g-redefymg
musical selections - bluegrass, folk, tﬁc:-
peland classical all show up - uses

prism of Lake Wobegon, a mythical Min-
nesota town full of taciturn Norwegian
bachelors, to talk about life for the Test of

us.

Keillor first broadcast the show on
July 6,1974,in front of 12 pecple. Now,
Ew:h ‘year, 100,000 people buy tickets to

program live at its base in the
Fltzgemld Theater in St. Paul, or in sold-
out performances around the country.

Keillor is a charming, winning radio

vinced that spoken wnrds are what most
people remember

“What appeals to me about Minnesota
is that it has a stubbornness, it has a per-
sistence. It treasures its own landscape,”
he said. “People who live ii m anesota
really love to stay. They're
They're not people who are gomg to fold
their tent in another year and go else-
where.”

Or even when they do, they will al-
ways be back. i

A Praire Home Companion airs . 6 p.m, Saturdays and s
Tepeated at 10 a.m. Sundays on WKSU (89.7-FM).
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