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Keillor pens tribute
to Midwest liberalism

By MARY ANN GROSSMANN
Kmght Rudder Newspapers

‘Homegrown Democrat” by Garrison
Keillor; Viking ($19.95)

gjd I.FI.I]]] imiul.ms.' Keillor said

“There are people in this country
who cannot comprehend why any-
one would vote for a candidate
other than George W. Bush. My
book is addressed to that. This is
an intuitive book, not a closely rea-
soned book. It's a sort of stream-of-
consciousness political autobiogra-
phy.”

Keillor, who has written 10 nov-
els as well as opinion pieces for
newspapers and magazines, has
never hidden his liberal political
beliefs.

He lit a firestorm when he wrote
two  denunciations of Norm
Coleman for Salon.com after
Coleman won the late Sen. Paul
Wellstone's seat in the U.S. Senate.
‘The Guardian, a liberal British pub-
lication widely read in Europe, calls
Keillor,

why Democrats are the party of
compassion and what scares him
about “Pithecanthropus
Republicanii.”
He says he wrote the book “in a
big hurry” when he had some free
“I did it because [ wanted to put
my oar in the water. | had been
expressing myself in the most ellip-
nmlwwwthendioshuwwm
drew volleys — thats a word 1
learned in my newspaper days —
volleys of angry letters from
Republicans.
“So, 1 thought that rather than

“There are people in this country who cannot comprehend why anyone
would vote for a candidate other than George W. Bush. My book is

addressed to that.”
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or in all respects.”
Keillor is passionate about liber-

als’ obligation to conserve the mid-
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who looked out for each other.”
“The logical extension of this
spirit,” hewnn-s “is social welfare

snipe by way of fictional
in the show, ... I would simply write

‘Please don't.' T was so emboldened
by that I put down 25,000 words
and sent them in.”
“Homegrown Democrat” is part
pohtkalumnmhry.pn‘lu'hm
to liberal Midwestern values that
Keillor says come from our
“German and Scandinavian fore-
bears, people of the bund, people

'Innnnbledmmtheunivamya
kid from Anoka who didn't have a
lot of choices, in the fall of 1960,
he recalls. “T paid $71 plus a few

bucks for boaks, and [ believe that I
ot an education that was compara-
ble to anything I could have gotten
at any college or university. This
was all provided by the taxpayers of
Minnesota as an article of faith.
They really did want to make it
passible for any of their children to
become writers or plant agrono-
mists or teachers or physicians by
getting the best education.”
That's not true anymore, Keillor
says, because the university has
been starved by the legislature.

by unfair
Republican economic policies that
promote “the upward migration” of
wealth for a few people.

“One of the definitions of ‘middle
class,' to me, is that people have
property and enough resources so
that they dare to say what they
think. The middle class is the back-
bone of a democracy, and when
that class gets so squeezed, I really
think we are in danger of losing our
‘way.

“The top tax rate now is around
35 percent, udthepmmmgeor

“The wave of anti
rhetoric has taken its toll,” he says.
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