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Garrison Keillor is modern day Mark Twa;m

Garrison Ketllor must certainly be this
generation's Mark Twain, He'sa
writer - a real humorist, Mark Twain said
e was once introduced as “a humorist

whao really is funny a very rare creature,
imuoed. " Garrison Kelllor is such a rarity
His radin seripts and books are

¥
funny His fictional acoounts of the lives af
the peopleof. Lake Woboone are very
mich in the spleit of “Tom Sawyer” or
“Huckleberry Finn.™ They are warm,
funny, carthy tales of real down-home
folks. He writes wonderfully witty, topical
skits for “A Prairie Cnmpﬂnm anid
Includes some great
plee, af the end if each show, hzlmﬁwﬂ:
thonal crew which he credits with writing
it: Sarah Hellum, Natalie Drest, Norman
Conguest, Xavier Onassis, Ella Mentry,
Peta Moss artd Warren Peace. He adds new
omes each week, so it's hard to keep up
m mum e 00 other writers; ir's just

private eve, Guy Noir - had a discussion
with & man in which they argue about
what to call a piece of furniture. The man
calls it an “armokre,” but Guy thinks its a
chest of drawers, and the discussion gnes
mlrmnllavunwo( nlmumdlsnm:

Elben Sanderland, who teaches fourth
grade at Vin Brunt school in Horfeon,
me about a vocabuliry activity which she
does with her class which sounded fascl
nating to me. She insisted it was nota
e, bt it souneks like too mueh fun b e
“regular® school stuff. She calls it “sight
Ing”, and Thope | have this right. She
starts out by introducing the kids to 4
shwart list of curriculuny bised, pricticil
words, and then divides the class into
small groups whi hive o research the
words, They must dentify parts of speech,
finad synonyms (which means that if
you start with four words, you're now
learning 12, right?), write definitions in
the kids' own words. create sample sen
tences, and then ustrate them somehes
‘They make posters, montiges, collnges, ot
Then they hive to make use of the wornds
in some sort of class activity So the sctivi
1y is not only cognitive, iv's also Kinetic
Cool! After that, they wateh for the words
1o be used in their own environments (
watching TV, reading, class discussions,
ete,) and when they hear or see the words
heing used, they yell “sighting” and recont
the sighting in their logs. So there's oon-
stant reinforcement. What a terrific way fo
Tring vocabubary to life. It sousnds like fun
Ellen says her kids love it and incorporste
the words into thedr lives, Great idea’

Bob Dott sent me a joke in which a per
son usad “meretricious” when he meant
" Whoops! He also reminded

rlmuwr bureau, enlnmnde hm:b'u ﬁ It

Ir struck me agakn that words are much
int (and interesting) than we

,mnrtlm give them credit for The Gy
Moir skit was o very funny bit and it got
e thinking again about the power of
words. And my “vocabulary” column
must have struck & chord with a kot of peo-
ple because 1 got a tremendous amount of
feedback

me of & Mark Twain line; “It's & mighty
poar speller who can think of anly one
way 10 spella word.”

Ginny Seaholm of Horieon told she was
Lnspmﬂ 10 get oud a List of “100 words
everyone should know” which a niece dor
some other relative) had given her

Elaine Possin sent me a funny article
from the Farm Journal in which the
author bemoaned the modern tendency to

“verb” words - using nouns is verhs. For
example, “dialogue” has been a noun for

hundreds of years,
bt s

ple ane using

verh, | winte nl\mn
this anomaly once
abuut o year s In
thiks column

b
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Diries even suawested | -h|u||-| itk ol
wobarilding a regudae feature of the e
nm by throwing out @ new word each
week, | protably wan't doo it every week
bt | herd Mt Laver use this one last
weeale anid | had e lsok {8 up Show of
hands: How many know “gravits™

The Hemver |
% holding its Holiday Tour
today Trom noan & m. F
will be opened tu visik
1041 you'd
e Bid
the Seippel Center. There I|.-|-<|
auction held at the o
mnnmumn with the tour: Here's .v chance
10 s some interesting homes and help
e Arts Associntion a1 the e urm'

Also today is "Bows and Holly” Reaver
Dam Ares Community Theatre's anntial
holiday vitrbety show. The show is filled
with music, danee, readings of (he season
and of course comedy” There are three
Sand 815 pum. Tickets ane 85
o st
annual
ol Lssaris aindl Ciariols,” one of
Heaver Dam's Jong Advent traditions, This
program. based on the Analican fradition

— it il
mLI [0 .u 1 pum, at the Wayland
Chapel, but ther prviude convert
prreceding the progeum. Come ealy o
hear that. The argan in the chigel is &
s nserument and £l Seichman

£ Tssbin s

l the puibilie is comdinlly inyifed

night. Wayland presents its

Winter Studio Reeiial
ol

Al selections s the
hom af theelr first semester's work.
Admission s free

Monday is also the ey
School Chorus Holiday Conor
W . i the mnlnm fum.

wm High
i B

Phore avea o { Heaver Dam ele
mentury schood concerts et week. bath
at 620 and both ut the high school ‘UIL||I|I

rhim, On Tuesday night, its

|Imuh|‘r‘ in
s e directed by
Cheryl Zeman and scoompanied by

Thormas. ] s that the fil
lowing Innu umentalists will also aocony

el 1 dwwe
another w-miu\‘hll LUt
Beaver |
pablic & ivited & il Bewnver
Dhamn's Trinity Church-United Methodise
Advent Cantata at thelr 8and 10045 s
s next Sunday morning (Dec 15) TI|| e

trmdition in

W peace 4
salvation, Participating in rhpmnmm will
e (e Handbell Chukr: Women's Choir,
Chancel Choir, A Cappella Priise and the
Trinity Orchestra. Tom Patterson, Nancy
Van Brunt, Joanme Tyjeski, and Kit Ulman
make up the music staff ar Trinit

Here's i grean ldea: Beer Dam Ara
Community Theatre gilt certificates ne
Bl gifts! To purchase them, contact
Inonna Rochwite, 1550254, The gift cortifi
cates can be for any amount and eover
tickets for any of our three season shows

And speaking of heliday gifts: the gift
willery at the Selppel Center is open daily
until Christmus Eve, from noon to 5 pm.
There are hundreds of unigue tens, all
orkeinul works, to choose from. Even if
you don't buy anything, it's still a cool
inlge to visit!

Spotlight

After %) years st the hilm of the Banver
Dam Area Chamber of Commitoe, Myrtle
Clifton hils decided 10 retire in thespring
In her 20 years, Myrtle has hai a real
mmuml\ bth at the

a variety of other contexts

as well, ‘ihv m»h\-mmul\\ai ina number
of prganizations and activities and has
been a real cheerleader for the Jocal ans.
The blennial Business and Industry an
Paruce was her brainchild and its success
I8 testimony to her seal and drive. The
restoration af the old depot which houses
the Chamber offices, the cIty's sesquioen.-
terinial eelisbration . thers's u long List
She's been a backer of the arts, too

S, Myrthe, | know vou'll e asked to take
a neirnber of cwrtiin calls before next Mag
but ke & bow now* Congratulations!

Curtain!

Lt e fenow chat you think, 1 welome
sugpestions, comments and information. E-
L] e et M pow T, et
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