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Lake Wobegon comes to life

Garrison Keillor has (sort of) revealed the
location of his fictional town of quiet

weeks and above-average children.
By Chuck Haga
Star Tribune Staff Writer

FREEPORT, MINN. — The anecdotal evidence lined up
at the Pioneer Inn bar is overwhelming: Alice Sand is
strong. Lornie Middendorf is good-looking. And, Dennis
Heidgerken says, all four of his children are average.

This is Lake Wobegon.

Garrison Keillor himself says so. In the December issue
of National Geographic magazine, the Minnesota Public
Radio storyteller writes about the inspiration he took many

ars ago from small towns in Stearns County — from
{(eoldingford's “fine little downtown of elderly brick build-
ings” to the stately Catholic church in New Munich.

And the Sidetrack Tap in his mythical Lake Wobegon
was modeled, he says, after the Pioneer Inn.

KEILLOR continues on A16: A white picket fence adorned with hand-painted red hearts graces
— Garrison Keillor wrote that people appear disappointed Main Street in Freeport, Minn. Garrison Keillor says he modeled his
when he tells them everything about the town is fictional.  fictional Lake Wobegon after such small towns in Steans County.
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KEILLOR from Al
Lake Wobegon
isa fictional
town built on
solid truths

Middendorf, 57, said he isn't
surprised, though he notes that
time has NOT forgotten this litde

fown.

“What he describes, it's like it
used to be here,” he said. “But it's
still b;: !r;Imz interesting people,
nobaody trying to put anything on.
People here are very set in their
ways, opinionated.  But

Cheis Middendort and Dennis |

‘Star Tribare pholc by Jane Hemng

mmmmnmnuh
Mmmmmummmmmlﬁ-u_nw

In the magazine, Keillor writes
that mplcmalwwtlwkinllhr In October, the homecoming court from plckup with ice 5.
location of the village he chrunich st ty tawn that iooks
in his weeldy "News From Lake “most s says in tha of the magazine. lobagon
Wobegon” segments. They ab
seem disappointed when he perual Responsibility, “Icould see | for abour 20 years, said that she’s  going on around him.*
them that everything — the town,  didn't get the baroque feeling ot glad the author noted the improve- Huidgerken, 63, snid he used to ™
the Krebsbachs, the Statue of the  all” he writes, “If I'd putitin Lake  ments. operate the Corner Bar in
Unknovm Noj —in ‘Wabegon nobody would have “1 think he's talking about the Keillor

So when the county established  believed it" 19408 or somat] " ahe said, "Life  research there, too — sitting by
an intra-community hike path He writes of watching a man  was a lot slower then, Everybody  himself, umully drinking pop and
recently and called it the leave the Post Office in Freeport, “a smoked, and there was no ventila-  watching

Wobegon Trail, Keillor decided 1o
afew days roaming the area
“to see if it was there or noL.”
Sure enough, it is.

Its still there

He was moved the New

man In a brown porkpie hat and

blue polyester suit und green
plaid shirt with a string tie with an
:g:: Clasp and wearing white

“The man could have been Flo-
rian Krehsbach, Lake Wobegon's

tion — it HAD to be smelly. e
chewed snufl and spat izdmu
really gross,

“Our lives are different now.
Then, peaple tulked about a trip to
St. Cloud being a real highlight
Now people go to 5. Cloud two,

again
Munich dluwh. with s 'h‘lﬂ Chevroles deales, he said. three times a week.”
columns with figured Avisitoron Monday asked Mid-  She said that one of her longtime
rose windows in the ransepts, the  dendarfand whether a Keillor
statues with the compassion-  man so dressed might commonly  coming in by himself back when he
ate fices,” be seen d l:pan.nE Post Office. muﬂmmmdnnghphnuuﬂ
It's a little much, actually, for quuts h that ake
Lake Wobegon's Our Lady of Per- N Wobegon,
“You never had white shoes?
. ; Mlddend.ofl asked. The
More information: said, not “He says he's a really quiet per-
w!llruul pride, san who gets a glass of beer, slts ina
» Richard Olsenius, who photo- But mm:ll has changed inside booth and watches people,” she
fraphed the people and townsin  the Sidetrack . . . uh, the Moneer, said.
Medlor's National Geographic art-  though it's lllll In @ huilding thai Keillor recalls in his article that
o, grow up in SLPaul and wasa  wentup on Main Street in 1881, he often sat listening to the locals,
Minneagalis Tribune photographes As the model for his lictional tav-  whe didn't include him in thele

from 1970-1981.

» For an online multimedia presen-
tatian from the National Geogra-
phic’s “In Search of Lake Wobe-
gon.” visd the Wb site
hittpe/ ‘www.nistionalgeographic
m,"r\le.ﬁﬂulm;‘
indehtmi, or go
mwm-munnummnic
‘£am and seerch for Wabegon,

ern, Kedllor writes, it was “a gloomy
smoke-filled sour-smelling tavem,
chuttered with neon beer signs and
deer heads and mottos (Don't Sleep
in Our Bar, We Don't Drink in Your
Bed), eacept the Pioneer Inn has
be;n eleaned up and remodeled
an lheioumesi nged.
Atklnso hn?pullllw:u hus-
bend, Bdl, hawperal:dlhe Ploneer

conversations.
'm 1 lII In the Fioneer l;n and
tin Steams
(mmn it fmm""ﬁ' me where
Lake Wobegon had come from. All
those ommniscient narrator stories
about small-lown people came
Emm l sitting at the end of &
i & beer, who didn't
kmaw anything about anything

Next ar In the Pioneer, at
Charlie's Cafe (you"

stands in a large

graph, taken in lﬁmddeﬂ:ned
in his hand "To Charlie’s, the trus
home of Lake Wobegon.”

lMcndly ‘s dinner npeclnl ll

(Charlie’s was a hot roast beef.
wich. It mpmhﬁpmmm u
som Wabegonish
that.)

As Keillor describes it, Lake
Wol n seems about evenly di-
vided between German Catholics
and Norwegian Lutherans. Free-
paort is ted mostly by people
of German background, Mid-
dendorf said, “but over to Aﬂ:my
and Melrose, you get a lile mix.
fure.”

Alice Sand, 67, lives on a fam
mear New Munich, but she enjoys
an nccasional visit to the Ploneer
Inn. She has never heard a Keillor
monologue, she said, and she has
only a vague understanding of Lake
Wobegon.

But Keillor would know her.

She lkes living In this area

of “the frecdom to not lock
your doors,” she sald, and because
of the way peaple get together and

‘ve seen the |
signs from Interstate 94), Kedllor |

o, u:m 'y ps.rp she said
‘m;:hmu s only natural.’ e catia
e was supposed to

she volunteered. That's what

M: German father wanted to name
her, “But the priest said, "You're an
?:‘n:rlh:m. 80 you should be an

ee.

“But it's OK.” she said, smiling.

“I have a grandda now who's
camed Alcia."

Joyee Middendord, Lormie’s wife,
has never heard the news from
Lake W either, but she
knows what means.
“It's what make home,” he
sald. “And this is our Lake Wobe-
fpon because this s our home,

ot the bar.

+*] came here a stranger, from
.l\.lhnnyllnmﬂn  away]. and it was
total acceptance.”

Are the women really all strong?

“We have 1o be,” she said,

The children all above average?

“All of them,”

A'mrll’ the men are all good

looking?

“Oh, yeah.” she said. Then, with
asmile for her husband, she added,
“We've anly been married a year: 1
had to say that."

Chuack Haga can be contacted at
Maerial

Jrown the Associated Press was in-
clusded In this article.
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